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Covenant Membership Class 
 

We are glad you have chosen to find out more about Providence Church!  This class is the basic 
introduction to our church family.  Since people from many different church backgrounds may 
have a desire to become members of Providence Church, this class is designed to clearly explain 
who and what our church is. 

Many people go into church much like they go into see a movie.  We walk into a building and 
judge if it looks clean enough, big enough or up‐to‐date enough to please us.  If it passes that 
subconscious test we move to the refreshments and then on to our seats.   Along the way we 
look for clearly marked entrances and exits and hope the people around us are friendly, but not 
friendly enough to want to sit  right next to us or talk to us.   When the movie starts we sit  in 
genuine expectation.   We have indeed come to be amused and entertained so we hope for a 
good show.  We laugh, we cry and, depending on the frequency of these emotions, we might 
recommend this movie to a friend. 

The crime here is that most people don’t realize that going to church in the same fashion that 
we attend movies is devastating to our faith.  The gathering of God’s people was never meant 
to  be  a  movie.    We  were  meant  to  be  a  movement.    Your  soul  is  not  crying  out  for  more 
amusement  but  more  beauty  –  true  beauty.    Your  soul  will  not  be  expanded  by  a  passive 
observation of Christian activity, but by an aggressive engagement of  life and mission, of soul 
and gifts; this is the church!   

We here at Providence Church want you to experience ultimate satisfaction. We do not want 
you  to  walk  away  disappointed.  But  both  satisfaction  and  disappointment  hinge  not  on  the 
“show,”  but  on  you  being  equipped  to  engage  God  for  the  sake  of  His  mission  and  your 
satisfaction! 

We want you  to know up  front  that Providence Church  longs  to be a movement. We do not 
exist for the sake of entertainment, but for the sake of eternity. We are fighting not with guns 
or  bombs  but  with  the  truth  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ.  Our 
enemy is within and his tactics are subtle and his weapons are sin and rebellion. We fight not 
for land, position, power or wealth; we fight for the glory of God and the souls of men. 

How is this satisfying? That is what we want you to discover here at Providence Church. Most 
Americans  are  amusing  themselves  to  death  and  at  the  end  of  it  all  they  are  empty  and 
unhappy. We do not want to be a place of escape but a place of surrender. We do not want to 
be just one more place of cheap entertainment but instead a place of purpose. We want to be a 
place of everlasting joy. 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Christians are designed to be people who love and commit their lives to the truth. As Christians 
we believe that truth is found in the infallible words of God in the Bible, and studying Scripture 
is central to both the identity and joy of any Christian.  The Bible says,  '()$&$%)&*+",&+-&.%"/0$&
,*)11&/2&3+#&"/4%135&$)64%/27&62,&6,8+2/0%/27&+2)&62+$%)"&/2&611&*/0,+85&0/27/27&906180&62,&
%3820&62,&09/"/$#61&0+2705&*/$%&$%62:-#12)00&/2&3+#"&%)6"$0&$+&;+,<=&>.+1+00/620&?@ABC  The Bible 
is different  than any other story or book  in history because  it  is alive!   Most stories or books 
reflect or describe reality.  The Bible not only describes reality, it creates reality.  Of all the ways 
God could have created the universe He did  it by “speaking.” The Bible says,  '!%)2&;+,&06/,5&
D()$&$%)")&E)&1/7%$FG&62,&$%)")&*60&1/7%$<=&>;)2<&A@?C  The word used in the ancient Hebrew text 
of Genesis  is “686" ” which means “$+&H)"E6113&,)862,” or “$+&86:)&3+#"&/2$)2$/+20&:2+*2.” 
For most people, saying  it  is not enough you must add physical activity.    If my  intention  is  to 
build a house, I must declare my intentions and then physically “build” it, but God’s voice, his 
“686" ”  is  the  intention and the action rolled  into one.   So we don’t read and study the Bible 
just to learn religious facts or stories, we consume the very words of God that life and joy might 
be spoken  into our  lives.   We study  the Bible so  that  the peace  that God speaks of might be 
reality in us. 

What does this mean for my life? 

Each Christian should spend structured time studying the Bible as often as possible.  For some 
this means  every morning  or  evening  and  for  others  it means  a  couple  of  times  a week.    It 
doesn’t really matter how often or when you do it, but it is much more beneficial if your time is 
set and your Bible study is structured.  Your times in the Bible, whether daily or weekly, should 
be non‐negotiable for you.  Do it the same time each day or week if possible.  This helps with 
any  discipline.    You  should  also  try  to  work  through  devotionals,  books  of  the  Bible  or 
workbooks with a group.  This helps you make the most out of your time in the Scriptures. 

What does this mean for our church? 

At Providence Church we believe the Bible to be the supreme authority  for  life and pleasure.  
Proverbs 14:12 says, ' !%)")&/0&6&*63&$%6$&0))80&"/7%$&$+&6&8625&E#$&/$0&)2,&/0&$%)&*63&$+&,)6$%<=  
This is the Bibles way of telling us that we see life upside down.  We see “good” as “bad” and 
“bad”  as  “good”  and  that makes  it  extremely  hard  to  find  joy!    The Bible  contains  the  truth 
about  life,  not  just  an  opinion  or  idea.    So we  hold  the  authority  of  Scripture  over  anyone’s 
opinions or ideas.  The Bible will always be the final arbiter on all decisions. 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In a day and age where churches are shopped more  than Wal‐Mart,  the culture of corporate 
spirituality has become cold,  formal and overproduced.  In the heat of battling for attendance 
many pastors and leaders have forgotten that the mission of Jesus has nothing to do with large 
churches or pretentious buildings. Jesus called us to corporate family worship. He called us to 
loyalty  and  brotherhood,  and  if  we  continue  to  jump  from  church  to  church  we  will  never 
experience  the depth of what God has  called us  to. We  talk often about God’s heart  for  the 
poor, the children or for the world, but have you ever looked at God’s heart for the church? Our 
aim is to conform to Jesus (Romans 8:29, Ephesians 5:1), and that means loving what He loves 
and  committing  where  He  commits!  You  can  plainly  see  the  depth  and  severity  of  Jesus’ 
commitment to the local church in Ephesians 5:25: 

I#0E62,05&1+H)&3+#"&*/H)05&60&.%"/0$&1+H),&$%)&4%#"4%&62,&76H)&%/80)1-&#9&-+"&%)"<&J&K9%)0/620&L@ML&

Jesus is deadly serious about committing to a local church. He gave His life to birth the church 
and calls us to continue His passionate marriage to the “bride of Christ” today.   

!"#135&$"#135&N&063&$+&3+#5&%)&*%+&E)1/)H)0&/2&O)5&$%)&*+":0&$%6$&N&,+5&%)&*/11&,+&610+G&62,&7")6$)"&*+":0&$%62&$%)0)&
%)&*/11&,+G&E)46#0)&N&7+&$+&$%)&P6$%)"<&‐ John 14:12&

In America we see our spirituality  in the same  light as our  liberty.  It  is an  individual right and 
responsibility,  but  what  we  don’t  realize  about  either  liberty  or  spirituality  is  that  without 
others joining in our fight we will never succeed. We are built for community and the vibrancy 
of  our  spirituality  is  directly  tied  to  our  connection  to  spiritual  people.  This  is why  “going  to 
church” is essential to walking with God.   

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful; and let us consider 
how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit 
of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near. For if we go on sinning 
willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins. ‐ Hebrews 10:23‐26 

This  Scripture explicitly  ties our hope and our  good deeds  to our  “assembly”.  The depth and 
vitality that many are searching for is found in the rich soil of authentic church community.   

Biblical Background for Church Membership  
1. While there is no explicit support for local church membership in texts, we do find passages 

that imply local church membership:  
 
& N$&/0&64$#6113&")9+"$),&$%6$&$%)")&/0&/88+"61/$3&68+27&3+#5&62,&/88+"61/$3&+-&0#4%&6&:/2,&60&,+)0&
2+$&)Q/0$&)H)2&68+27&$%)&;)2$/1)05&$%6$&0+8)+2)&%60&%/0&-6$%)"F0&*/-)<&R+#&%6H)&E)4+8)&6""+762$&62,&
%6H)&2+$&8+#"2),&/20$)6,5&0+&$%6$&$%)&+2)&*%+&%6,&,+2)&$%/0&,)),&*+#1,&E)&")8+H),&-"+8&3+#"&8/,0$<&
P+"& N5& +2& 83& 96"$5& $%+#7%& 6E0)2$& /2& E+,3& E#$& 9")0)2$& /2& 09/"/$5& %6H)& 61")6,3& S#,7),& %/8& *%+& %60& 0+&
4+88/$$),&$%/05&60&$%+#7%&N&*)")&9")0)2$<&N2&$%)&268)&+-&+#"&(+",&T)0#05&*%)2&3+#&6")&600)8E1),5&62,&N&
*/$%&3+#&/2&09/"/$5&*/$%&$%)&9+*)"&+-&+#"&(+",&T)0#05&N&%6H)&,)4/,),&$+&,)1/H)"&0#4%&6&+2)&$+&U6$62&-+"&$%)&
,)0$"#4$/+2&+-&%/0&-1)0%5&0+&$%6$&%/0&09/"/$&863&E)&06H),&/2&$%)&,63&+-&$%)&(+",&T)0#0<&E+60$/27&/0&2+$&7++,<&
V+&3+#&2+$&:2+*&$%6$&6&1/$$1)&1)6H)2&1)6H)20&$%)&*%+1)&1#89&+-&,+#7%W&.1)62&+#$&$%)&+1,&1)6H)2&0+&$%6$&
3+#& 863& E)& 6& 2)*& 1#895& S#0$& 60& 3+#& 6")& /2& -64$& #21)6H)2),<& P+"& .%"/0$& +#"& X600+H)"& 610+& %60& E))2&
064"/-/4),<&!%)")-+")&1)$&#0&4)1)E"6$)&$%)&-)60$5&2+$&*/$%&+1,&1)6H)25&2+"&*/$%&$%)&1)6H)2&+-&861/4)&62,&
*/4:),2)005& E#$& */$%& $%)& #21)6H)2),& E")6,& +-& 0/24)"/$3& 62,& $"#$%<& N& *"+$)& 3+#& /2& 83& 1)$$)"& 2+$& $+&
600+4/6$)&*/$%&/88+"61&9)+91)G&N&,/,&2+$&6$&611&8)62&*/$%&$%)&/88+"61&9)+91)&+-&$%/0&*+"1,5&+"&*/$%&$%)&
4+H)$+#0&62,&0*/2,1)"05&+"&*/$%&/,+16$)"05&-+"&$%)2&3+#&*+#1,&%6H)&$+&7+&+#$&+-&$%)&*+"1,<&Y#$&64$#61135&N&
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*"+$)&$+&3+#&2+$&$+&600+4/6$)&*/$%&623&0+J4611),&E"+$%)"&/-&%)&/0&62&/88+"61&9)"0+25&+"&4+H)$+#05&+"&62&
/,+16$)"5&+"&6&")H/1)"5&+"&6&,"#2:6",5&+"&6&0*/2,1)"Z 2+$&)H)2&$+&)6$&*/$%&0#4%&6&+2)<&P+"&*%6$&%6H)&N&$+&,+&
*/$%&S#,7/27&+#$0/,)"0W&V+&3+#&2+$&S#,7)&$%+0)&*%+&6")&*/$%/2&$%)&4%#"4%W&&Y#$&$%+0)&*%+&6")&+#$0/,)5&
;+,&S#,7)0<&[KO\]K&!IK&^N._KV&O`a&P[\O&`O\a;&R\b[UK(]KU<&>A&.+"/2$%/620&L@A?C&

Paul is calling for the exclusion of an immoral brother, which implies the inclusion of a certain 
group of people who meet a certain criteria. Paul references “the majority” in 2 Corinthians 2:6‐
7 which is interpreted as a body of members. 

2. The early church kept a record of widows to be cared for. (1 Timothy 5:9) 

3. God himself keeps a record of all believers. (Philippians 4:3; Revelation 21:27) 

4. God has always made a clear distinction between his people and the world. Drawing this 
distinction  was  the  reason  for  the  ceremonial  and  civil  laws  of  Israel  in  the  Old 
Testament and we continue to draw that distinction today with church membership 
symbolized in water baptism and communion. 

;-4'/ !
!

Theological Philosophy!
 

Our  philosophy  in  teaching  theology  is  teaching  it  two‐handed.  In  one  hand  we  hold  some 
things in a tight fist in order to protect their purity, and in the other we hold some things in an 
open palm to signify freedom and harmony.  Liberal theology is all open‐handed, compromising 
any doctrine for the sake of unity.  Fundamentalist theology is all close‐handed, compromising 
unity for the sake of unessential doctrines.  We labor to grow in the whole counsel of the Bible 
and  we  will  fight  vigorously  for  essential  doctrines  and  agreeably  disagree  on  non‐essential 
doctrines.  In the theology section of this class we will pass over some essential doctrines and 
go  into others  in detail.   Non‐essential doctrines are made up mostly of philosophies and not 
Scripture, and we will not spend any time on those.  

Our philosophy  in  teaching  theology  is also  three‐fold and will always  influence our structure 
and style.  

1. <51-%'3 – is crucial to interpretation, because if we do not rightly define and explain we can do 
two things wrong in our teaching: First, there will be manipulation of truths to fit our point of 
view or to discredit another view point. Second, there will be confusion over questions raised in 
opposition of this view and difficulty in application.  

2.! 7&'#=-%'3!–  is  a  vital  part  of  our  presentation. We  commit  to model  integrity  in  two ways 
during our teaching: First, we will keep Scripture central with all our H/)*0 and presentations. 
Second, we will not dismiss a H/)*  by misrepresenting its argument.  

3. >4+%5%'3  –  is  inevitable  in  proclamation.  Paul  exhorts  us  to  speak  the  truth  in  love. When 
humility is absent, two things happen: First, our disagreements will dishonor God. Second, our 
disagreements will cause divisions among us.  

Our  goal  is  to  be  clear  and  true  to  everything  we  present  in  this  book  and  class,  so  that 
interpretations will lead to our edification and God’s Glory. 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!
;-4'/ !

;/#!?(. 0#5!
Marks of True Grace and Counterfeit Christianity  
!
*1-@.!($!;-4#!?-19#!!

It is estimated that only 62 percent of Protestant church attendees even claim to be “born‐again” 
believers.   This  statistic alone shows that many people who are not called of God  into belief attend our 
churches regularly.  Many in our generation have been blinded by the lie that if we go to church, say the 
right  things, and  live  the  right way,  then we are Christians and possess all  the benefits of a Christian — 
such as heaven and the peace of God.  It’s not true.  True salvation occurs only when God allows a man or 
woman to see Him for who He really is.  Upon seeing the fullness of God displayed through mercy, grace 
and love for them, they fall in love with Him.  This change that moves a heart from hatred for God to love 
for  God  is  called  “regeneration”  or  “salvation.”    The  Bible  does  not  say  that  if  you  adhere  to  a  certain 
moral code, then you will be “saved.”  Instead, it says that if you love God, you have been saved.  So how 
do you know if you are a believer?  Do you simply attend church and do your best to be religious?  Or has 
God enraptured your soul so  that you cannot help but desire  to be around Him and to  love Him and to 
honor Him all of your days?  Which are you?  How do you know? 
In this section we will look at the three different types of people in the world.   
There are only three types: 
!
A#5%#B#-. – those who have free saving grace  
C(.'  – those who have no saving grace  
D#5%=%(4.!C(.'!– those who know of free grace, but do not have it 
 
 
;/%.!.#9'%(&!/1.!1!'E(F$(56!04-0(.#) 
A<&!+&6*6:)2&$%+0)&*%+&6")&,627)"+#013&*61:/27&/2&,6":2)00&$%6$&/0&,/07#/0),&60&1/7%$<&&&
M<&!+&)24+#"67)&$"#)&E)1/)H)"0&/2&$%)&,6/13&E6$$1)&$+&E)&-6/$%-#1&$+&$%)&;+,&$%6$&%60&4611),&$%)8< 

 
Part I.  What does it mean to be “lost” – or a non‐Christian? 
()$F0&0$6"$&/2&$%)&E)7/22/27<<< 

Before we can rightly analyze the state of a fallen man, we need to know why we are fallen.  The 
word “fallen” refers to the state of man in the sight of God.  In Genesis 1:26 we see that God created man; 
in Genesis 3 man sins and therefore “falls” from right standing before God.  Because of man’s sin, man can 
no longer be in fellowship with God.  Why?  Because man (as in humanity) was created in God’s image in 
order to bring God glory.  
!
DGH")!7.1%1/!IJ)KFLM!N!<(-%&'/%1&.!NO)JN!

 
'N&*/11&063&$+&$%)&2+"$%5&D;/H)&$%)8&#9cF&

`2,&$+&$%)&0+#$%5&DV+&2+$&%+1,&$%)8&E64:<F&
Y"/27&O3&0+20&-"+8&6-6"&

`2,&O3&,6#7%$)"0&-"+8&$%)&)2,0&+-&$%)&)6"$%5&
KH)"3+2)&*%+&/0&4611),&E3&O3&268)5&

`2,&*%+8&N&%6H)&4")6$),&-+"&O3&71+"35&
^%+8&N&%6H)&-+"8),5&)H)2&*%+8&N&%6H)&86,)<=&

‐ Isaiah 43:6‐7 
&



   9 

'^%)$%)"5&$%)25&3+#&)6$&+"&,"/2:&+"&*%6$)H)"&3+#&,+5&,+&611&$+&$%)&71+"3&+-&;+,<=&‐ 1 Corinthians 10:31&
 

When man  sinned,  the  “image of God” became distorted but not destroyed.   Man  is  still God’s 
supreme creature on the earth.   God still thinks so highly of His “distorted image” that  in Genesis 9 God 
establishes the death penalty for murdering another human being.   Why, you may ask ... “for God made 
man in his own image” (Gen. 9:6).  God still thinks much of man because man was created in God’s own 
image.  This is great news for humanity!  It means that God has an unbridled passion for mankind — not 
because He needs us or because we have the ability to give Him glory by our own strength — but because 
we are beautifully crafted in His image.  This totally debunks the teaching that says God loves those who 
are good and obedient to Him.   God blesses disobedient people throughout the entire Bible.    If God did 
not bless disobedient people,  I would be a dead man.   God does not simply “save” and bless those who 
obey  Him  and  want  Him.    This  means  that  the  primary  reason  “lost”  people  are  “lost”  people  is  not 
because  of  their  actions.    Lost  people  cannot  be  defined  by  action;  they  are  biblically  defined  by  their 
affection.   The  fall of man was not merely  the disobedient action of Adam and Eve.    It was chiefly  their 
unfaithful  self‐centeredness.   The most biblical definition of  sin or evil  I  can  find  in  the Bible  is  found  in 
Jeremiah 2.     

 
'Y)&699611),5&\&%)6H)205&6$&$%/05&`2,&0%#,,)"5&E)&H)"3&,)0+16$)5=&,)416")0&$%)&(\[V<&'P+"&O3&9)+91)&%6H)&4+88/$$),&
$*+&)H/10@&$%)3&%6H)&-+"06:)2&O)5&$%)&-+#2$6/2&+-&1/H/27&*6$)"05&$+&%)*&-+"&$%)80)1H)0&4/0$)"205&&
E"+:)2&4/0$)"20&$%6$&462&%+1,&2+&*6$)"<=&‐ Jeremiah 2:12‐13&&
 
   

This  Scripture  outlines  the  very  nature  of  evil.    It  is  not  drinking,  sex,  skipping  church,  or  even 
robbing someone.  It is forsaking God as your source of life and pleasure and looking for life and pleasure 
in other things.  Adam and Eve believed the serpent when he said they could be just like God and have life 
outside  of  God.    That’s  the  sin  that  caused  the  fall  of  man!   We  are  not  damned  for  what  we  do  on 
weekends; it’s what we long for and spend our life on that exposes us for who we really are. 

After man sinned, all of mankind was cursed with a sinful inclination.  That is, all of man inherited 
a sinful nature or inclination because of Adam’s sin.  It sounds unfair, but it’s not.  The most generous thing 
God could have done is allow man to live under the curse of a sinful nature so that we may be saved by 
grace through faith in Christ.  Because God gave us laws (rules for living found in the Bible), we can realize 
that we will never be able to fulfill them and call out for Christ to save us.  This is the “lost” person’s only 
hope for being  found.   Being an unbeliever   does not mean being a bad person.    It means  forsaking the 
God of the Bible to find life and pleasure in anything else.  The really bad news for our unbelieving friends 
is that they will never find life and pleasure outside of Christ.  Jeremiah 2 says that all the cisterns (wells) 
we dig cannot hold water.   Translation: Our only hope for  life and pleasure  is Christ!   Sex, drugs,  family, 
relationships, athletics or academics will never give a non‐believer what they are looking for!  
If you know that you are not a believer, then a great prayer for you is Psalm 51:1‐5.  If you know someone 
who is not a believer, then pray on their behalf.  Read over this Psalm and meditate on what it means to 
you if you are a believer or what it means to you if you are not a believer. 

 
'Y)&7"64/+#0&$+&8)5&\&;+,5&644+",/27&$+&R+#"&1+H/27:/2,2)00G&

`44+",/27&$+&$%)&7")6$2)00&+-&R+#"&4+89600/+2&E1+$&+#$&83&$"6207")00/+20<&
^60%&8)&$%+"+#7%13&-"+8&83&/2/d#/$3&`2,&41)620)&8)&-"+8&83&0/2<&

P+"&N&:2+*&83&$"6207")00/+205&`2,&83&0/2&/0&)H)"&E)-+")&8)<&
`76/20$&R+#5&R+#&+2135&N&%6H)&0/22),&
`2,&,+2)&*%6$&/0&)H/1&/2&R+#"&0/7%$5&

U+&$%6$&R+#&6")&S#0$/-/),&*%)2&R+#&09)6:&
`2,&E168)1)00&*%)2&R+#&S#,7)<&

Y)%+1,5&N&*60&E"+#7%$&-+"$%&/2&/2/d#/$35&
`2,&/2&0/2&83&8+$%)"&4+24)/H),&8)<=&

X06180&LA@AJL 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Part  II.    Can  you  be  “lost”  even  though  you’ve  attended  church  your 
whole life? 
 
“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father 
who is in heaven will enter.  “Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in 
Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’  “And then I will declare to them, ‘I never 
knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.’”     
Matt 7:21‐23 

 
Many  people  see  this  passage  as  one  of  the  scariest  Scriptures  in  the  Bible.   Most  believers 

never deal with this verse because  it  is too confrontational and unnerving.    Jesus  is talking to a crowd 
about religious people who had no love for God.   
What if you were cutting wood one day and accidentally cut your arm off?  Medically you have about one 
hour to get the arm in ice and get to the hospital before the arm can no longer be reattached.  So you call 
your neighbor  for directions  to  the hospital.   For some reason,  they think  it would be  funny to give you 
wrong directions.  After driving around for about an hour one‐armed, trying to steer, shift and hold your 
other arm in a cooler, you give up and ask someone else for directions.  They tell you the hospital is really 
just two minutes from your house.  How devastating this news would be!  You could have saved your arm! 
And,  sadly,  you were  doing  everything  in  your  power  to  do  so,  but  ultimately  received  bad  directions.  
Those directions cost you your arm.  

In the same way many people are preaching and teaching things that lead you to believe you are 
doing all you can to save your soul.  But many of us have bad directions.  Do you know that you are known 
by God?  Or are you simply driving around desperately, trying to find safety? Bad spiritual directions leaad 
us to ask questions like, “How good is good enough?” 
^)&6")&7+/27&$+&1++:&6$&$*+&0/720&$%6$&3+#&863&E)&,"/H/27&H)"3&-60$&62,&H)"3&%6",5&*/$%&$%)&E)0$&/2$)2$/+205&
E#$&0$/11&7+/27&$+&$%)&*"+27&*63<&
!
*1-@.!1&6!<(&.#P4#&9#.!($!<(4&'#-$#%'!</-%.'%1&%'3! 
!
Q&#)!Built on a changed mind but not a changed heart 
Many  people  have  categorized  Christians  and  non‐Christians  as  people  who  do  “believe”  in  God  and 
people who do not “believe” in God.  This description is grossly inadequate.  The Bible tells us that it is not 
enough to just believe in God, and it is not enough even to approve of God.   

 
“You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.” ‐ James 2:19 

 
It  is  clear  that  the  Bible  demands  more  than  belief  and  approval  —  it  demands  a  miracle.  

Salvation is not just people agreeing with facts; it is a people who were hopelessly selfish and looking for 
joy in everything but God and then finding the hope and life they have been looking for by walking with 
Christ in a love relationship. 

The most important change that takes place in a person when they are redeemed is their change 
in desire.  If a person changes their mind about God, but they still have a growing longing for sin, then it 
shows  fruit  of  being  counterfeit.    The  consequence  of  a  changed  mind  and  no  change  in  heart  is 
devastating.  You live a life of forced morality that you find absolutely no joy in.  So you believe in a God 
that you don’t love.  You try to serve a God that you are not passionate about. 
 

“Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.” ‐ Colossians 3:2 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“Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brethren, 
what shall we do?”  Peter said to them, “Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” ‐ Acts 2:37‐38 
 

Believers are definitely commanded to live a certain way, but only in relation to their heart.  God 
commands that we obey because we love! 
 

“If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.” ‐ John 14:15 

 
We cannot obey to love; we obey because we love.  Many of us who are not really believers are 

caught in a cycle of being better people, but never growing in love for God.  We come to events and things 
like this, and we vow not to smoke or do drugs anymore or to come to church more, but that’s missing the 
point.   We should follow Christ  in obedience, but the first step is a change in heart!   What do you love?  
Pray that you would love Christ, not that you would simply “be better!”   
!
;E()! Built on attrition alone, not contrition 
I know these are words that you have probably never heard of, but they are the best ones I could find — 
so let me explain.  These two terms are used to describe two types of repentance.  
")e9)2e$624)5&>2+#2C&f &$#"2/27&6*63&-"+8&0/2&62,&$+*6",&;+,<& 
 

Repentance  is  turning  away  from  sin  or  something  that  you  have  done  wrong.    Attrition  and 
Contrition deal with the motivation behind your repentance.   Attrition  is repentance from sin or turning 
from guilt simply to escape punishment.  It is like a child who steals a cookie and only feels remorse if they 
are caught.   Contrition  is  repentance based on  remorse  for your wrong doing.   Contrition  is  repentance 
that comes from legitimate sorrow over your sin and the defamation of God’s name.   

Many who believe they are saved “accepted” Christ only so they would not go to hell.  This is not 
the true repentance that the Bible calls for.  The Bible says that God reveals the sin in your life to you so 
that  you  might  feel  the  sorrow  of  what  you  have  done  and  repent  and  be  saved.    If  your  salvation 
experience had no regret or sorrow over sin, then you may well be religiously lost.   
Why is it necessary to feel sorrow for sin in “real” repentance?  
Belief alone is not enough to be saved, and belief alone is what breeds turning from your sin with no real 
regret. 

The point of repentance is much more than feeling bad about yourself.  In fact, it is not about you 
at all.  Sorrow in repentance is necessary to show the infinite value of God’s glory and the value it holds in 
your life. If you loved your car and you wrecked it, would you be upset?  You would if you really loved the 
car.    If you did not care about the car  then your  feelings would be much  less  intense.   The same  is  true 
with  Christ’s  reputation  and  glory.    If  you  really  love  Christ  then  you  will  be  upset  when  you  wreck 
spiritually.   You will  feel disappointment when you cause a dent  in the glory of God.    It’s the same.   Our 
sorrow  is not  simply  for  sorrow’s  sake;  it  is  a proof of Christ’s worth  to us, which  is  a proof of  genuine 
salvation! 

 
Part III.  What does it look like to truly believe? 
 
“Test yourselves to see  if you are  in  the  faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about yourselves, 
that Jesus Christ is in you — unless indeed you fail the test?”  ‐ M&.+"/2$%/620&A?@L 
 

It is very important for believers to test themselves continually because the major mark of a true 
believer is perseverance. The Bible says that the real fruit of salvation is that your faith continues to grow 
and  flourish  forever!    The  real  way  we  determine  if  we  are  true  believers  is  to  test  ourselves  for 
persevering faith!  Read this quote by John Piper: 
'NF11&E)&H)"3&9)"0+261&$+&7/H)&/$&/$0&0%6"9)0$&9+/2$<&&N-&/2&$%)&4+8/27&3)6"0&N&4+88/$&&69+0$603&62,&-611&6*63&-"+8&.%"/0$5&
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/$&*/11&2+$&E)&E)46#0)&N&%6H)&2+$&$60$),&+-&$%)&*+",&+-&;+,&62,&$%)&U9/"/$&+-&;+,&62,&$%)&8/"641)0&+-&;+,<&&N&%6H)&,"#2:&
+-&%/0&*+",<&&!%)&U9/"/$&%60&$+#4%),&8)<&&N&%6H)&0))2&%/0&8/"641)0&62,&N&%6H)&E))2&%/0&/20$"#8)2$&-+"&6&-)*<&&Y#$5&/-&+H)"&
$%)&2)Q$&$)2&+"&$*)2$3&3)6"05&T+%2&X/9)"&E)7/20&$+&4++1&+--&09/"/$#6113&62,&1+0)&/2$)")0$&/2&09/"/$#61&$%/270&62,&E)4+8)&
8+")&-604/26$),&*/$%&86:/27&8+2)3&62,&*"/$/27&.%"/0$1)00&E++:0G&62,&N&E#3&$%)&1/)&$%6$&$%)&4%#"4%&+-&.%"/0$&/0&6&,"67&
62,&$%6$&$%)&/246"26$/+2&/0&6&83$%&62,&$%6$&$%)")&/0&+2)&1/-)&$+&1/H)&0+&1)$&#0&)6$5&,"/2:&62,&E)&8)""3&f &/-&$%6$&%699)205&
$%)2&:2+*&$%6$&$%)&$"#$%&/0&$%/0@&T+%2&X/9)"&*60&8/7%$/13&,)4)/H),&/2&$%)&-/"0$&-/-$3&3)6"0&+-&%/0&1/-)<&&I/0&-6/$%&*60&62&
61/)2&H)0$/7)&+-&%/0&-6$%)"F0&S+3<&&I/0&-/,)1/$3&$+&%/0&*/-)&*60&6&$)89+"6"3&9600/+2&62,&4+891/624)&*/$%&0+4/61&9")00#")G&
%/0&-6$%)"%++,&$%)&+#$*+":/27&+-&26$#"61&/20$/24$0<&&I/0&9")64%/27&*60&,"/H)2&E3&1+H)&+-&*+",0&62,&4"+*,0<&&I/0&*"/$/27&
*60&6&1+H)&6--6/"&*/$%&-68)<&&`2,&%/0&9"63/27&*60&$%)&,))9)0$&,)1#0/+2&+-&611&f &62&6$$)89$&$+&7)$&;+,&$+&0#9913&$%)&
")0+#"4)0&+-&%/0&H62/$3<=&

!
R(!'/#!P4#.'%(&!,#9(+#.!'/%.) 
 

How do I know if I am on a path of persevering faith?  What does a faith that lasts forever look like 
when  it’s  a  year  old  or  two months  old  or  two  days  old?    How  do  I  know?    As  a  group  answer  these 
questions to get a feel for what you believe about the authenticity of a person’s faith.   
The great news is that you can know that you are saved and that your heart has been changed!   

&
!%)0)&$%/270&N&%6H)&*"/$$)2&$+&3+#&*%+&E)1/)H)&/2&$%)&268)&+-&$%)&U+2&+-&;+,5&0+&$%6$&3+#&863&:2+*&$%6$&3+#&%6H)&

)$)"261&1/-)<&‐ 1 John 5:13&
 

You  will  know  if  God’s  thoughts  are  slowly  determining  your  thoughts  and  if  His  concerns  are 
becoming your concerns.  The great evidence and assurance of your own salvation comes in the depths of 
your honesty with yourself.  I will give you two measuring sticks to help you honestly see where you are in 
your relationship with Christ.  
!
!
S!*1-@.!1&6!A#&#$%'.!($!A%,5%915!</-%.'%1&%'3  
!
Q&#)!D#0#&'1&9#!B.T!D%'415! 

True  repentance  is  birthed  out  of  brokenness  over  our  sin  in  response  to  God’s  holiness.    This 
version of repentance is best defined: “Repentance is a heartfelt sorrow for sin, a renouncing of it, and a 
sincere commitment to forsake it and walk in obedience to Christ.”  This definition will help clarify exactly 
what we mean when we say “repentance.”  Biblical Christianity is built on continuing personal repentance 
and not the consistent rituals of mass religion.  Continuing personal repentance says that I am constantly 
seeking the Lord to grow in me and to make me a more God‐saturated believer.  It admits that we are in 
sin and need help.  On the other hand, a priority placed on rituals says that if I just walk this aisle or read 
this book or  say  this prayer or  continue  to  go  to  church  then  I  am okay.   Most people  in  the American 
church believe that if they stay away from having extramarital sex, drinking beer or doing drugs, then they 
will go to heaven.  Many believers believe that their rituals can do the job of repentance.  They are wrong. 
&
'Y#$&$%/0&4+2-)00/+25&60&/$&/0&86,)&$+&;+,5&8#0$&E)&/2&0/24)"/$3G&62,&$%)&%)6"$&4622+$&09)6:&$+&;+,&*/$%+#$&
2)*2)00&+-&1/-)@&/$&$%)2&/241#,)0&$"#)&")9)2$624)<&&;+,5&/2,)),5&-+"7/H)0&-"))135&E#$&/2&0#4%&6&*635&$%6$&$%)&

-64/1/$3&+-&8)"43&,+)0&2+$&E)4+8)&62&)2$/4)8)2$&$+&0/2<=&
‐ John Calvin 

 
He  speaks  this  truth  so  beautifully  —  that  God  requires  repentance  for  forgiveness  so  that 

forgiveness, while  free, does not  feel  like a  license  to  sin.    True believers  feel  grief over  their  sin.    True 
believers feel conviction when they grieve the Holy Spirit that lives inside them.   

 
“What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin so that grace may increase?  May it never be! How shall we who 
died to sin still live in it?  Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been 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baptized into His death? Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was 
raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.” ‐ Romans 6:1‐4 

 
 
;E()!H$$#9'%(&.!B.T!H9'%(&.  

The most common misconception about Christianity is that we are simply policed morally.  Most 
people believe  that God’s primary  concern  is  the morality or our actions.    The American  church  spends 
most of its time telling people what not to do instead of telling people what not to love. 
 
“Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.” ‐ 1 

John 2:15 
 

Many of the religious lost are caught up in a battle of right and wrong actions when the real war is 
over  greater  and  lesser  affections.    The  war  of  your  soul  is  won  or  lost  in  your  heart.    God  is  most 
concerned with what or who you invest your heart in.  When asked which is the greatest commandment, 
Jesus answered, 
 

'`aV&R\b&UI`((&(\]K&!IK&(\[V&R\b[&;\V&^N!I&`(( &
R\b[&IK`[!5&`aV&^N!I&`((&R\b[&U\b(5&`aV&^N!I&`((&

R\b[&ONaV5&`aV&^N!I&`((&R\b[&U![Ka;!I<=&‐ Mark 12:30 
 

God is most concerned with your love life.  Now am I saying that we should not be concerned with 
our actions?  NO, your actions or obedience to God’s law (the Bible) is a direct reflection of your love for 
Him.  Your obedience is important because it is a direct reflection of how much you care for the glory of 
God.   Our hatred for sin and  longing for holiness  is evidence of a hatred for things that would rob us of 
seeing  and  grasping  the  fullness  of  God  and  a  longing  to  find  our  joy  and  pleasure  in  Him  alone.    Our 
actions  or  obedience  show  our  determination  to  be  satisfied  in  Christ  alone,  and  not  the  counterfeit 
pleasures of the world.   

 
“You will make known to me the path of life; 

In Your presence is fullness of joy; 
In Your right hand there are pleasures forever.” ‐ Psalms 16:11 

 
Authentic Christianity, with all of its promised joy, peace, security, and life, is found in a heart that 

longs  for  God  —  and  in  a  life  that  is  not  satisfied  by  the  emptiness  found  in  academic  or  athletic 
achievement,  that  hates  the  dimness  of  things  that  do  not  have  eternal  benefit,  and  that  revels  in  the 
recklessness of a life spent on God!   

Do you have peace?  Do you have a satisfaction in God’s presence?  Or do you just go to church?  
These  are  very  important  questions  that  could  show  you where  your  life  is  being  invested.    Is  it  being 
invested in a ritual‐based, action‐driven religion or on a repentant, heart‐filling relationship with Christ? 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Providence Church Statement of Faith!
 

We recognize that the unity of the church universal is based solely on the person and work of 
Jesus  and  not  on  absolute  agreement  of  other  doctrines  outside  the  atoning work  of  Jesus. 
While we as a local fellowship of believers understand that some believers do not agree with all 
of  the  following doctrinal beliefs, we ask that all  incoming members agree with the  following 
statement of faith: 

1.  ?Q"!7R!;D7UVG – There is one God: infinite, eternal, almighty and perfect in holiness, truth 
and love. In the unity of the godhead there are three Persons:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit; co‐
existent, co‐equal, co‐eternal. The Father is not the Son and the Son is not the Holy Spirit, yet 
each is truly Deity. One God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – is the foundation of Christian faith 
and life. 

2.  ?Q"!;>G!WH;>GD – God the Father is the Creator of heaven and earth. By His word and for 
His glory, He freely and supernaturally created the world from nothing. Through the same Word 
He  daily  sustains  all  His  creatures. He  rules  over  all  and  is  the  only  Sovereign. His  plans  and 
purposes cannot be thwarted. He is faithful to every promise, works all things together for good 
to those who love Him and in His unfathomable grace gave His Son Jesus Christ for mankind’s 
redemption. He made man  for  fellowship with Himself, and  intended  that all  creation should 
live to the praise of His glory. 

3.  XGRUR!<>D7R; – Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, is the eternal Word made flesh, 
supernaturally  conceived by  the Holy  Spirit,  born of  the Virgin Mary. He  is perfect  in nature, 
teaching and obedience. He is fully God and was fully man. He was always with God and is God. 
Through Him all things came into being and were created. He was before all things and in Him 
all things hold together by the word of His power. He is the image of the invisible God, the first‐
born of all creation and in Him dwells the fullness of the godhead bodily. He is the only Savior 
for the sins of the world having shed His blood and died a vicarious death on Calvary’s cross. By 
His death in our place, He revealed the divine love and upheld divine justice, removing our guilt 
and reconciling us to God. Having redeemed us from sin, the third day He rose bodily from the 
grave, victorious over death and the powers of darkness and for a period of 40 days appeared 
to  more  than  500  witnesses  performing  many  convincing  proofs  of  His  resurrection.  He 
ascended into heaven where at God’s right hand He intercedes for His people and rules as Lord 
over  all.  He  is  the  Head  of  His  body,  the  church,  and  should  be  adored,  loved,  served  and 
obeyed by all. 

4.    ;>G! >QCY! RZ7D7;  –  The  Holy  Spirit,  the  Lord  and Giver  of  life,  convicts  the world  of  sin, 
righteousness  and  judgment.  Through  the  proclamation  of  the  gospel  He  persuades men  to 
repent  of  their  sins  and  confess  Jesus  as  Lord.  By  the  same  Spirit  a  person  is  led  to  trust  in 
divine mercy. The Holy Spirit unites believers to Jesus Christ in faith, brings about the new birth 
and dwells within the regenerate. The Holy Spirit has come to glorify the Son who in turn came 
to glorify the Father. He will lead the church into a right understanding and rich application of 
the  truth  of  God’s Word.  He  is  to  be  respected,  honored  and worshipped  as  God  the  Third 
Person of the Trinity (Phil 1:6, Acts 1:5). 

5.    ;>G!R<D7Z;UDGR – We accept the Bible,  including the 39 books of the Old Testament and 
the 27 books of the New Testament, as the written Word of God. The Bible is an essential and 
infallible  record  of  God’s  self‐disclosure  to mankind.  It  leads  us  to  salvation  through  faith  in 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Jesus  Christ.  Being  given  by God,  the  Scriptures  are  both  fully  and  verbally  inspired  by God. 
Therefore,  as  originally  given,  the  Bible  is  free  of  error  in  all  it  teaches.  Each  book  is  to  be 
interpreted according  to  its  context and purpose and  in  reverent obedience  to  the  Lord who 
speaks  through  it  in  living  power.  All  believers  are  exhorted  to  study  the  Scriptures  and 
diligently apply them to their lives. The Scriptures are the authoritative and normative rule and 
guide  of  all  Christian  life,  practice  and  doctrine.  They  are  totally  sufficient  and must  not  be 
added to, superseded or changed by later tradition, extra‐biblical revelation or worldly wisdom. 
Every doctrinal formulation, whether of creed, confession or theology must be put to the test 
of the full counsel of God in holy Scripture. 

6.  *HV  – God made man – male and female – in His own image, as the crown of creation, that 
man  might  have  fellowship  with  Him.  Tempted  by  Satan,  man  rebelled  against  God.  Being 
estranged from his Maker, yet responsible to Him, he became subject to divine wrath, inwardly 
depraved and apart  from a  special work of  grace, utterly  incapable of  returning  to God. This 
depravity is radical and pervasive. It extends to his mind, will and affections. Unregenerate man 
lives under the dominion of sin and Satan. He is at enmity with God, hostile toward God, and 
hateful  of  God.  Fallen,  sinful  people,  whatever  their  character  or  attainments,  are  lost  and 
without hope apart from salvation in Christ. 

7.    ;>G!?QRZGC  (See Appendix  to The Gospel)  –  Jesus Christ  is  the gospel.  The good news  is 
revealed in His birth, life, death, resurrection and ascension. Christ’s crucifixion is the heart of 
the gospel, His  resurrection  is  the power of  the gospel,  and His  ascension  is  the glory of  the 
gospel.  Christ’s  death  is  a  substitutionary  and  propitiatory  sacrifice  to  God  for  our  sins.  It 
satisfies the demands of God’s holy justice and appeases His holy wrath. It also demonstrates 
His mysterious  love and reveals His amazing grace.  Jesus Christ  is  the only mediator between 
God and man. There is no other name by which men must be saved. At the heart of all sound 
doctrine  is  the  cross  of  Jesus  Christ  and  the  infinite  privilege  that  redeemed  sinners  have  of 
glorifying God because of what He has accomplished. Therefore, we want all that takes place in 
our hearts, churches and ministries to proceed from and be related to the cross. 

8. !*HV[R!DGRZQVRG!;Q!;>G!?QRZGC (See Appendix to Man’s Response to the Gospel) – Man’s 
response to the gospel is rooted and grounded in the free and unconditional election of God for 
His own pleasure and glory.  It  is also  true  that  the message of  the gospel  is only effectual  to 
those who  genuinely  repent  of  their  sins  and  by  God’s  grace  put  saving  faith  in  Christ.  This 
gospel  of  grace  is  to  be  sincerely  preached  to  all  men  in  all  nations.  Biblical  repentance  is 
characterized  by  a  changed  life,  and  saving  faith  is  evidenced  by  kingdom  service  or  works. 
Neither repentance nor works save, and unless a person is willing to deny himself, pick up his 
cross, and follow Christ, he cannot become Christ’s disciple. 

9.  *HV[R!7V>GD7;HV<G!;>DQU?>!;>G!?QRZGC – Salvation, the free gift of God, is provided by 
grace alone, through faith alone, because of Christ alone,  

for the glory of God alone. Anyone turning from sin in repentance and looking to Christ and His 
substitutionary death receives the gift of eternal life and is declared righteous by God as a free 
gift.  The  righteousness of Christ  is  imputed  to him. He  is  justified and  fully accepted by God. 
Through Christ’s atonement for sin an individual is reconciled to God as Father and becomes His 
child. The believer is forgiven the debt of his sin and via the miracle of regeneration liberated 
from the law of sin and death into the freedom of God’s Spirit. 

10.   RHV<;7W7<H;7QV  –  The Holy  Spirit  is  the  active  agent  in  our  sanctification  and  seeks  to 
produce His fruit in us as our minds are renewed and we are conformed to the image of Christ. 



   16  

Though indwelling sin remains a reality, as we are led by the Spirit we grow in the knowledge of 
the  Lord,  freely  keeping His  commandments  and endeavoring  to  so  live  in  the world  that  all 
people  may  see  our  good  works  and  glorify  our  Father  who  is  in  heaven.  All  believers  are 
exhorted to persevere  in the faith knowing they will have to give an account to God for their 
every thought, word and deed. The spiritual disciplines, especially Bible study, prayer, worship 
and confession, are a vital means of grace in this regard. Nevertheless, the believer’s ultimate 
confidence to persevere  is based  in  the sure promise of God to preserve His people until  the 
end, which is most certain. 

11.  G*ZQ2GDG"!AY!;>G!RZ7D7; (See Appendix to Empowered By The Spirit) – The Holy Spirit 
empowers  believers  for  Christian  witness  and  service.  The  promise  of  the  Father  is  freely 
available to all who believe in Jesus Christ, thereby enabling them to exercise the powers of the 
age to come in ministry and mission. The Holy Spirit desires to continually fill each believer with 
power  to witness  and  imparts  His  supernatural  gifts  for  the  edification  of  the  Body  and  the 
work of ministry in the world. All the gifts of the Holy Spirit at work in the church of the first‐
century are available today and are to be earnestly desired and practiced. They are essential in 
the mission of the church in the world today. 

12.  ;>G!<>UD<> – God by His Word and Spirit creates the church, calling sinful men out of the 
whole human race into the fellowship of Christ’s body. By the same Word and Spirit, He guides 
and  preserves  that  new  redeemed  humanity.  The  church  is  not  a  religious  institution  or 
denomination.  Rather,  the  church  universal  is made  up  of  those who  have  become  genuine 
followers  of  Jesus  Christ  and  have  personally  appropriated  the  gospel.  The  church  exists  to 
worship and glorify God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  It also exists to serve Him by faithfully 
doing  His  will  in  the  earth.  This  involves  a  commitment  to  see  the  gospel  preached  and 
churches planted in the entire world for a testimony. The ultimate mission of the church is the 
making of disciples through the preaching of the gospel. When God transforms human nature, 
this  then  becomes  the  chief  means  of  society’s  transformation.  Upon  conversion,  newly 
redeemed men and women are added  to  a  local  church  in which  they devote  themselves  to 
teaching, fellowship, the Lord’s Supper and prayer. 

All members of the church universal are to be a vital and committed part of a local church. In 
this  context  they  are  called  to  walk  out  the  new  covenant  as  the  people  of  God  and 
demonstrate the reality of the kingdom of God. The ascended Christ has given gift ministries to 
the church (including apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers) for the equipping of 
Christ’s  body  that  it might mature  and  grow.  Through  the  gift ministries  all members  of  the 
church are to be nurtured and equipped for the work of the ministry. In the context of the local 
church, God’s people receive pastoral care and leadership and the opportunity to employ their 
God‐given gifts in His service in relation to one another and to the world. 

13.  RH<DH*GV;R!QW!;>G!<>UD<> – Water baptism is only intended for the individual who has 
received  the  saving  benefits  of  Christ’s  atoning work  and  become  His  disciple.  Therefore,  in 
obedience to Christ’s command and as a testimony to God, the church, oneself and the world, a 
believer  should be  immersed  in water  in  the name of  the Father,  Son and Holy Spirit. Water 
baptism  is a visual demonstration of a person’s union with Christ  in  the  likeness of His death 
and resurrection. It signifies that his former way of life has been put to death and vividly depicts 
a person’s release from the mastery of sin. 

As with water baptism,  the Lord’s Supper  is  to be observed only by  those who have become 
genuine  followers  of  Christ.  This  ordinance  symbolizes  the  breaking  of  Christ’s  body  and  the 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shedding of His blood on our behalf, and is to be observed repeatedly throughout the Christian 
life as a sign of continued participation in the atoning benefits of Christ’s death. As we partake 
of the Lord’s Supper with an attitude of faith and self‐examination, we remember and proclaim 
the death of Christ, receive spiritual nourishment for our souls, and signify our unity with other 
members of Christ’s body. 

14.  ;>G!<QVRU**H;7QV  – The consummation of all things includes the visible, personal and 
glorious return of Jesus Christ, the resurrection of the dead and the translation of those alive in 
Christ,  the  judgment of  the  just and the unjust, and the fulfillment of Christ’s kingdom in the 
new  heavens  and  the  new  earth.  In  the  consummation,  Satan  with  his  hosts  and  all  those 
outside  Christ  are  finally  separated  from  the  benevolent  presence  of  God,  enduring  eternal 
punishment, but the righteous, in glorious bodies, shall live and reign with Him forever, serving 
Him and giving Him unending praise and glory. Then shall the eager expectation of creation be 
fulfilled and the whole earth shall proclaim the glory of God who makes all things new. 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Christian Spirituality 
 

Definition: 

Like  any  inward  motive  our  love  for  God  demands  expression.    Our  Christian  Spirituality  is 
comprised of the many outward expressions that show our love for God.  In the same way my 
love for my wife has expressions, bringing home flowers, talking about her, and taking her on 
dates.    Our  love  for  God  is  so  deep  that  it  demands  expression,  praying,  singing  and 
worshipping Him. This outward expression of our inward devotion both reveals and compounds 
our love for God.  

What does this mean for my life? 

The  idea  of  having  a  “personal”  relationship with  God  is  a  gift  in  itself.    Throughout  history 
millions believed that God was  too big,  too holy and too distant  to  interact with one person.  
Jesus,  by  his  life,  death  and  resurrection,  destroyed  that  belief  and  ushered  in  a  new  era  of 
living with God.  Because of Christ the Bible says, “Let us then with 9(&$%6#&9# draw near to the 
throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” (Hebrews 
4:16)  We draw near to God through expressing our love for him.  This personal expression of 
love is what the Bible calls worship.  You can worship God by praying, singing in your car, fasting 
for a day, etc…It might be helpful to think of our personal expressions of worship as cultivating 
our  relationship  with  God  in  the  same way  that  social  interaction  with  friends  cultivate  our 
relationship with them.   All relationships need interaction and Christian Spirituality  is how we 
interact with God. 

What does this mean for our church? 

At  Providence Church we  seek  to  know and  love God.  Truly  loving,  valuing  and pursuing  the 
knowledge of God will naturally birth a deep and expressive  love  for God.    In many churches 
you  typically  find  two  different  camps,  those  who  love  the  Bible,  truth  and  growing  in 
knowledge about God and those who  love worship,  feeling and expressing  love for God.   The 
problem  is both are  insufficient without  the other.   We will not be a church  that  really  loves 
knowing about God, but not passionately expressing love for Him. Neither will we be a church 
that  loves  expressing  love  for  a  God we  know  nothing  about.  Jesus  says,  ';+,& /0& 09/"/$5& 62,&
$%+0)&*%+&*+"0%/9&%/8&8#0$&*+"0%/9&/2&09/"/$&62,&$"#$%<=&>T+%2&g@MgC  Our love for theology and 
knowledge of God is not at odds with our affectional and emotional pursuit of Him.  They fuel 
one another and they are designed to do so.   We must be a place deeply rooted in truth and 
desperately devoted to singing, praying and expressing love for the God of Truth. 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Main Issues:                                         Elements of Worship: 
Sacred vs. Secular ……………………………………………………………………………………………..…………….… Continuous and Cultural 
Copies vs. Heavenly Things ……………………………………………………………………………………………..…. Direct and Heavenward 
Response ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…….……… Contemplation  of  Scripture  
/2  Spirit  and  Truth  …………………………………………………………………………………….……..…..  Repentance  and  the  Individual 
God is Spirit ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… Singing and Corporate Gathering  

Definition:   Worship  is  an active  and yet  constant,  tangible  and  yet  spiritual  response  to  the 
redemptive action and supreme character of the one true and living God. (YHWH) 

This is made possible solely through the redemptive work of Jesus on the cross; abolishing the 
old way of ritualistic worship mediated by an earthly high priest, and thus inaugurating a new 
era of direct and continuous spiritual connection  to our Father, mediated once and  for all by 
Jesus’ atoning death for our sins. 

Created to Worship:  
There is never a time when you do not worship. It does not start with the first song on a Sunday 
morning  nor  does  it  end  when  we  are  dismissed.  We  were  created  to  worship.  We  were 
created  to  honor,  to  hold  things  higher  than  ourselves; we were  created  to  adore. Our God 
made us  for worship  (Isaiah 6.6). Theologian Alexander Schmemann referred  to all of human 
kind as “homo adorans” (adoring humans) rather than homo sapiens (thinking man). What this 
means is that not only is the act of worship the primary action of humanity, but all that we do 
and all that we think is shaped by that which we adore.  

Our culture is full of worship. We adore celebrities, movie stars, rock musicians. We mindlessly 
sing songs written by our heroes. We get tongue tied and nervous around people who we put 
on  a  pedestal.  We  *+"0%/9&all  kinds  of  things:  ideas,  causes,  money,  fame,  security,  family, 
power, happiness. Our problem is not that we don’t worship. It  is that we worship everything 
but Jesus (Romans 1:25). Unfortunately this is sometimes just as true on Sunday mornings as it 
is in our daily lives. The problem is just a bit more subtle. At church we worship things like style 
and  songs,  things  such  as  certain  emotions we  get when we  hear  a  particular  hymn,  or  the 
feeling we get when we leave a Church service. It is not that these things or feelings are bad, it 
is  just  that  in and of  themselves  they are not God. We settle  for  the shadow rather  than the 
light; we would rather have the created than the Creator. (Hebrews 10) 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Scriptural  Context:    Jesus  approaches  a  Samaritan woman  at  Jacob’s well  and  begins  both  a 
spiritual and a religious conversation by asking for a drink. The Samaritan woman asks for Living 
Water after hearing of the sustaining power that only Christ can offer. (“Whoever drinks of the 
water that I will give him will never be thirsty. The water that I give him will become in him a 
spring of water welling up to eternal life.”) 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Historical  Context@&In  the New  Testament  the  Samaritans were  a  racially mixed  society with 
Jewish and pagan ancestry. Although they worshiped Yahweh as did the Jews, their religion was 
not mainstream Judaism. They accepted only the first five books of the Bible as canonical, and 
their  temple  was  on  Mount  Gerazim  instead  of  Mount  Zion  in  Jerusalem  (John  4:20).  The 
Samaritans of Jesus’ day were strict monotheists. In some respects they were stricter than Jews 
about commandments of the Mosaic law (largely because they elevated Moses far beyond that 
of a Prophet), especially the Sabbath regulations.  

The Text: 
In John 4:16 Jesus asks the woman to call her husband. Having been in five failed marriages, the 
woman tells a half‐truth. She is not overwhelmingly authentic. Jesus cuts right to the heart and 
brings  her  sin  to  the  surface.  The  woman  responds  by  changing  the  subject  to  a  debate 
concerning religious practice and form. This is something I think we do often today. We tend to 
talk about religious practice more than repentance and redemption. We often miss the point by 
keeping our Christianity at a manageable surface level. 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The %+#"&that Jesus is referring to is the exact moment in which He gives His last earthly breath 
on Calvary, inaugurating a new era of worship, biblical living, and relationship to Yahweh. The 
writer of Hebrews in Chapter 9 speaks of this New Covenant ushered in by Christ’s mediation as 
our high priest. When Jesus drew His last breath, He once and for all died an atoning death for 
our sins. The gospel of Luke tells us that the curtain in the temple was torn in two, symbolizing 
the end of the Old Testament (Old Covenant) way of worship. This curtain separated the Holy of 
Holies from the rest of the Tabernacle.  In the old system, only the High Priest was allowed to 
enter the Holy of Holies once a year to make a blood sacrifice on behalf of the people to atone 
for  their  year’s worth of  sin.  This was done on  the Mercy  Seat.  Christ’s  atoning death was  a 
once and for all sacrifice made not on the Mercy Seat but on the cross. This established Christ 
as our High Priest and abolished the old system of sacrificial worship. With Christ as our High 
Priest,  there  is  now  no  separation  between  the  believer  and  the  divine,  the  sacred  and  the 
secular. Christ Himself is our mediator and we now have continuous access to the Throne.  

2(-./%0!%.!<(&'%&4(4.!1&6!<45'4-15!

This  is why  at  Providence Church we believe worship  is  continuous  and  cultural.  There  is  no 
separation between  the sacred and  the secular here. Worship does not  stop when you  leave 
our church building, nor does it start when you arrive. When you first visit Providence, you may 
notice we look a little different then other churches. You may also notice that we look at lot like 
our  culture.  This  isn’t  an  accident. We worship  in  a  bar  that  now  looks  like  a  Starbucks. Our 
music  is  reflective  of  some  of  the most  creative  and  cutting  edge music  of  our  culture.  Our 
musicians are all professionals,  coming  from a variety of professional backgrounds  from hard 
rock to  jazz to alternative to R&B. At Providence, worship  is not something we turn off. Ever. 
From  the  business  district,  to  the  world  of  artists  in  Deep  Ellum,  we  desire  to  see  Christ 
transform  life  and  impact  our  production.  In many ways,  art  serves  as  a  connecting point  to 
truth. This  is why we strive to make good art. We will never separate our services by style or 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form because we are a missional  church  in  this  regard. At Providence Church we sing hymns 
that  are hundreds of  years old and we  sing  songs  that were written  just  last month. We are 
constantly reinventing ourselves and our church for the sake of the Gospel in our World. Why? 
… Because, Christ truly infiltrates every avenue of human existence. He did so back in the 1700s 
when hymns were written to the tune of old drinking songs. He does so today as we worship 
Jesus under the guise of a progressive and changing culture. 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The debate  in which  the Samaritan woman was  trying  to engage  (most  likely as a distraction 
from her own sin) was one that centered  itself at  the core of conflict between the people of 
Israel and the people of Samaria. Believing Mount Gerizim would be the place from which the 
Messiah would rule, the Samaritans built their temple there instead of Jerusalem. The debate 
for these 1st century peoples concerned the correct place of worship. The correct place to build 
the  temple as well  as  the  correct method of worship was almost more heavily debated  than 
whose view of God was the truth.  It became almost a question of  land and power more than 
one of worshiping God. Christ’s response to this debate is vastly important with regards to New 
Covenant  life. Worship will  no  longer have anything  to do with place. Christ’s  concern  is  not 
*%)")  people worshiped the Father in the past; His concern is for %+* people */11 worship the 
Father  in  the  future.  The  New  Covenant  brings  new  accessibility  and  a  direct  gaze  to  the 
Heavenly things of God. With Christ as our High Priest, we now have a clear vantage point to 
the reality of God rather than the shadow. The writer of Hebrews writes, “Thus it was necessary 
for  the  copies of  the heavenly  things  to be purified with  these  rites, but  the heavenly  things 
themselves were better sacrifices than these. For Christ has entered, not into Holy places made 
with hands, which are copies of  the  true  things, but  into heaven  itself, now to appear  in  the 
presence of God on our behalf.” (10: 23‐24) The copies mentioned here are all of the various 
parts of the Tabernacle used for sacrificial worship. The writer is simply reinforcing the obvious 
fact that true things are always better than the imitation. With Christ being our direct mediator 
to the heavenly things, we should never settle for the mere copies. We must constantly fix our 
gaze upon Christ rather than His shadow, upon heavenly things rather than their earthly copies. 
Christ alone will do what songs and services left to themselves will never do. It is the reality of 
Christ alone and the work of the Holy Spirit that has the power to transform the wretched soul. 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It  is  for  this  reason  that we at Providence Church  labor  to keep our gaze  fixed upon Heaven. 
More than anything else, worship is about making much of God, exalting His name alone above 
all  other  idols  that  creep  their  way  into  our  hearts. We must  strive  never  to  find  ourselves 
distracted by tradition or nostalgia, nor by what is cutting edge or trendy. As human beings on 
this side of Heaven, it is easy to get distracted by the things that bring us to God and stop short 
at  the  door  to  the  Throne.  One  of  these  is  emotion.  Indeed music  is  emotional,  and  in  the 
context  of  worship  it  is  truly  an  emotional  experience  …  but  we  must  never  mistake  these 
emotions for genuine worship. Nostalgia is one such emotion that is often mistaken for genuine 
worship. There are times when a particular Hymn is sung, or a certain song is played in a certain 
style,  and  it  conjures  up  a  peaceful  feeling  and  warm  memories.  This  is  often  why  people 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become  attached  to  particular  styles  of  worship  music,  or  why  we  say  we  cannot  worship 
unless  we  know  the  songs.  Although  there  is  nothing  inherently  harmful  about  nostalgia  (it 
often provides us of a familiar foothold in a world of rapid change), it will never produce true 
transformation  in  the  heart  of  the worshiper.  After  all,  transformation  is  at  the  heart  of  the 
worship experience. “Do not be conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewal of 
you mind … (Romans 12 :2a)”  

Another  emotion  that  is  equally  as  distracting  as  nostalgia  is  the  emotional  response  to 
aesthetic inspiration. Aesthetic inspiration occurs when all the lights are dimmed just right, and 
the music finds a rhythm that calls our feet to tap along. When the vocal harmonies are in sync 
and  we  find  the  perfect  pitch,  we  are  then  inspired.  There  is  something  mysterious  about 
music, about all art that calls out to the human spirit and inspires us. But in and of itself that is 
all it is … inspiration from art (aesthetics). Music is indeed one of the primary ways in which we 
engage God, but if all we strive for is musical perfection, we please the human ear more than 
we please God and we miss the point of what genuine worship is all about. At Providence we 
want  to  be  a  people  of  passion.  But we  also want  to  be  a  people whose passion  is  directed 
solely to God in Heaven.!
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The “you” in the statement that Jesus makes here is plural in the Greek text. By “you” Jesus is 
referring to all Samaritans. Because the Samaritan religion rejected most of the Old Testament 
as Scripture they truly and quite literally worshiped a God whom they did not know. In contrast, 
the  Jews  believed  that  the  Old  Testament  in  its  entirety  was  from  God  and  that  it  was  the 
primary source of the knowledge of God and the Law. Not only that, but the entirety of the Old 
Testament depicts  the  Jews as God’s  chosen people,  through whom all  revelation had come. 
Later  in  John  (Chapter 8, verse 31),  Jesus  tells  Jews who believed  in him, “If you abide  in my 
word, you truly are my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 
For  the  Samaritan  woman,  her  worship,  however  heartfelt  it  was,  did  not  have  any  power 
because  it was not  connected  to  truth. Her worship was  false because  it was  in  response  to 
false religion. The Jews’ worship was genuine because it was in response to the Old Testament 
revelation that was the Truth. True worship always occurs in response to the truth of God and 
the truth of the Gospel.   Simply put, you cannot genuinely worship what  is not true, and you 
cannot genuinely worship what you do not know. 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At Providence Church, we teach that worship is a response. It is a response to the character of 
God and to the work of the Gospel in our lives. We cannot worship what we do not know and 
for this reason we hold the Scriptures very highly in our worship services. You will find that we 
sing songs that are rich  in meaning and full of Scripture. We take great care  in crafting every 
single  service.  The  songs  we  sing  are  very  deliberate.  In  fact,  the  whole  of  our  service  is 
deliberate,  from singing, to praying, to the reading of Scripture, to communion, to confession 
and repentance. For the worshiper at Providence Church, knowledge of God is vital for genuine 
worship. Here is an example:  A song we sing quite often is adapted from an old hymn entitled 
“The Wondrous Cross”.  In order that we appropriately engage God with this song,  it  requires 
that we understand what exactly the cross entails. In a Christian‐saturated culture such as ours, 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It is at this point in the conversation where Jesus becomes very specific in describing what true 
worshipers will be like in the New Covenant Church. “True worshipers will worship the Father in 
spirit  and  truth.” What  is more,  Jesus  tells us  that  this  is  the  :/2,   of worshiper  that God  the 
Father  seeks.  To  think  that God would  seek genuine worshipers  is  quite  a  thought. One  that 
shouldn’t be surprising to us given the nature of God’s character, but something we rarely think 
about  on  any  given  Sunday morning.  The  Bible  is  very  clear  about  how we  are  supposed  to 
worship God and in what way. There are biblical exhortations throughout the Bible that tell us 
to  sing  songs  of  praise  and  to  not  hold  our  voices  back,  but  that  our  songs would  be  like  a 
genuine  offering  to  the  Lord. We  are  also  given  explicit  warning  against  worship  with  false 
intention or wrong motivation. Oftentimes  the words “in  spirit and  truth” are understood by 
contemporary Christians as two separate ideas, the former for singing, the latter for preaching 
and teaching. Unfortunately this is a very incomplete view of worship. In the Greek, the phrase 
“in spirit and truth”  is a singular  idea. The words “spirit” and “truth” are to be read as verbal 
compliments – one cannot effectually happen without  the other. Another  important  thing  to 
note about this phrase is that spirit and truth is something we should be /2<&It is not a concrete 
goal or something we can physically produce ourselves. We are called to be /2&spirit and truth, 
not  */$%  spirit  and  truth.  This  is why  Jesus  is  describing  a  singular worshiper  here. He  is  not 
describing what worship is, but what a worshiper should be like. In this way, worshiping in spirit 
and  truth  is more  about who we  are  rather  than what we  do.  Our  services  are made  up  of 
individual worshipers. This  is why worship begins with the heart of the  individual, way before 
the first strum of a guitar or note from a piano. 

the majesty and shame of the Cross is sometimes reduced to a gold crucifix hanging around our 
necks. There is nothing wrong with jewelry … but sometimes our worship as Christians amounts 
to no more than that: decoration.   Something pretty. The cross of  the Bible  is everything but 
pretty.  It  is  a  source  of  scorn  and  shame.  It  is  bloody  and  painful.  To  study  the  cross  in  the 
Scriptures is to study the Old Testament system of sacrifice. As mentioned previously, a blood 
sacrifice was made each year to atone for the sins of the Old Testament Jews. In the same way, 
the  only  way  for  the  sins  of  the whole  of  Christendom  to  be  atoned would  be  through  the 
purchase made by a blood  sacrifice.  This  is  the  glory of  the  cross  –  that Christ would be  the 
sacrificial  lamb on our behalf. He died as our substitute. With this knowledge, the “Wondrous 
Cross”  takes on new meaning. The singing of  these words becomes an authentic  response  to 
the work of the cross in our lives. As believers in the truth, we must realize that the only direct 
and indisputable revelation of the truth of the Gospel is found in the Scriptures. This is why it is 
so vitally  important  to  read  them,  to know them,  to meditate on  them day and night, as  the 
Psalmist would say. At Providence Church you will see us “flip” our services around, where the 
preaching of the Word comes first, and worship through song comes second. We do this so that 
we can appropriately respond to the preaching of the Word by way of repentance, communion 
and  song.  There  are  those  who  might  describe  our  worship  at  Providence  as  being 
contemplative, I would say there is no other way to appropriately honor our Lord. 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At Providence Church, our dream is that the whole of our Sunday morning worship would be a 
celebratory corporate response, culminated from a week’s worth of individual repentance and 
individual worship. If we are called to be worshipers as people, if that is who the Father seeks, 
then  each  of  us  need  to  discover what  it means  to worship  as  an  individual  throughout  the 
week. A big part of this is our own personal repentance, and the life change that is offered as a 
result of the Holy Spirit’s transforming power. Paul describes this act of worship in the book of 
Romans. “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as 
a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.” (Romans 12: 1) 
Worship  is  infinitely  more  than  singing.  We  are  called  to  1/H)&worship.  We  do  this  through 
repentance and living  lives of holiness, “presenting or bodies as a  living sacrifice.” This  is why 
we take communion every Sunday at Providence, so we might never forget that true worship 
begins with confession and repentance.!
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We worship a God who is Spirit.  Jesus concludes His conversation with the Samaritan woman 
with  this  simple  theological  fact.  This  is  important  because  our  God  is  a  God  who  is  to  be 
experienced. We  were  created  in  such  a  way  that  our  greatest  joy  would  be  to  glorify  our 
Father in Heaven. The first line of the Westminster Catechism reads something like this: &
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 That being  said 
worship is not something we were meant to do mechanically. Nor is worship something we are 
to do that is purely abstract. Worship was meant to be experienced and we experience life with 
our senses. The daily human experience  is  full of  things that stimulate our senses and  inspire 
thought. Sights, sounds, and smells give us a tangible connection to the world around us. In the 
same way, our senses enable us to have a tangible connection to God the Spirit. This is why God 
gives  us  music.    Music  is  a  connector.    It  connects  people  to  ideas.    It  connects  people  to 
people. It gives us a temporal experience of very abstract concepts. 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We take singing very seriously at Providence Church. We are a diverse community with many 
different  perspectives.  We  are  made  up  of  many  different  upbringings  and  denominational 
backgrounds, but we are one body. In the same way, we sing one song as a corporate gathering 
of many different  voices. We  sing  songs not because  they %)19  us worship God, but because 
they are the corporate expression of our worship. It  is an overflow. At Providence Church, we 
sing because we can’t keep from singing. We sing not because we want to be moved. We sing 
because we are being moved. This is what makes worship real. This is the genuine worship that 
the Father seeks. 

Ultimately Worship is about God’s Worth 
`04"/E)&$+&$%)&(\[V5&\&%)6H)213&E)/2705&604"/E)&$+&$%)&(\[V&71+"3&62,&0$")27$%<&`04"/E)&$+&$%)&(\[V&$%)&71+"3&,#)&
$+&%/0&268)G&*+"0%/9&$%)&(\[V&/2&$%)&091)2,+"&+-&%+1/2)00< ‐ Psalm 29: 1‐2 

The word worship, quite  literally means “worth‐ship”. Worshiping God  is about His worth. As 
redeemed persons, indwelled by the Holy Spirit, we are called to ascribe the glory or the worth 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that  is  due  to His  name. Our  spiritual  act  of worship  is  that God would be worth more  than 
anything else  in all existence. He  is worth more than our families, He  is worth more than our 
spouses, He is worth more than money, He is worth more than our security, He is worth more 
than any song we could ever sing. He  is worth more than anything we could ever offer made 
with human hands. At Providence, this is our cry. Not that God would be an important part of 
our life; moreover that God would be the totality of all worth in life, period.  

Citations and Resources 

 
1) All verses were taken from the ESV translation of the Holy Bible. This is now the official 

version that Pastor Barry preaches from, although Paul has been reading it for years. For 
more on why the ESV is truly beneficial, see John Piper’s article at www.desiringgod.org, 
Keyword Search: ESV 

2) Unceasing Worship, Harold Best. This is one of the most comprehensive books written 
on worship in our contemporary culture. It is phenomenally written and scrupulously 
Biblical.  

3) Changing Lives through Preaching and Worship, Hybels, Keller, Peterson, et al. This is a 
collection of articles written on the topics in the title. It is an interesting take from 
different perspectives. Keller’s article on worship is worth the read.  

4) Desiring God, John Piper. This is truly a fantastic book that dives into the same notion of 
the Westminster Catechism, “That the chief end of man is to glorify God and enjoy him 
forever.” 

5) Eat this Book, Eugene Peterson. An in‐depth look at what it mean to contemplatively 
read the Scriptures.  

6) Knowing God, J.I. Packer A true contemporary classic on the nature of the knowledge of 
God. 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Communion                       
As with water baptism,  the Lord’s Supper  is  to be observed only by  those who have become 
genuine  followers of Christ.    This ordinance symbolizes  the breaking of Christ’s body and  the 
shedding of His blood on our behalf, and is to be observed repeatedly throughout the Christian 
life as a sign of continued participation in the atoning benefits of Christ’s death.  As we partake 
of the Lord’s Supper with an attitude of faith and self‐examination, we remember and proclaim 
the  death  of  Christ,  anticipate  His  coming,  receive  spiritual  nourishment  for  our  souls  and 
signify our unity with other members of Christ’s body. (Statement of Faith, 23) 

^%/1)&$%)3&*)")&)6$/275&T)0#0&$++:&0+8)&E")6,5&62,&6-$)"&6&E1)00/275&I)&E"+:)&/$&62,&76H)&/$&$+&$%)&,/04/91)05&62,&
06/,5&'!6:)5&)6$G&$%/0&/0&O3&E+,3<=&`2,&*%)2&I)&%6,&$6:)2&6&4#9&62,&7/H)2&$%62:05&I)&76H)&/$&$+&$%)85&063/275&

'V"/2:&-"+8&/$5&611&+-&3+#G&-+"&$%/0&/0&O3&E1++,&+-&$%)&4+H)262$5&*%/4%&/0&9+#"),&+#$&-+"&8623&-+"&-+"7/H)2)00&+-&0/20<&
Y#$&N&063&$+&3+#5&N&*/11&2+$&,"/2:&+-&$%/0&-"#/$&+-&$%)&H/2)&-"++8&2+*&+2&#2$/1&$%6$&,63&*%)2&N&,"/2:&/$&2)&*/$%&3+#&/2&O3&

P6$%)"F0&:/27,+8<& &&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&‐ Matthew 26: 26‐29&

!
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The ordinance of communion was established by Christ when He ate the Passover meal with His 
disciples in the upper room on the night that He was betrayed. Like baptism, communion is an 
ordinance  that  is  also  symbolic.  <(++4&%(&! %.! .3+,(5%9! ($! '/#! ,-#1@%&=! ($! </-%.'[.! ,(63!
`,-#16a!1&6!'/#!./#66%&=!($!>%.!,5((6!`E%&#a. 

We  as  a  church  (universal)  do  not  only  take  communion  because  of  the  example  of  the  last 
meal of Christ and His disciples but also because of the example of the early church which was 
established by the Apostles, who also observed this act.  

P+"&N&")4)/H),&-"+8&$%)&(+",&$%6$&*%/4%&N&610+&,)1/H)"),&$+&3+#5&$%6$&$%)&(+",&T)0#0&/2&$%)&2/7%$&/2&*%/4%&%)&*60&
E)$"63),&$++:&E")6,5&62,&*%)2&I)&%6,&7/H)2&$%62:05&I)&E"+:)&/$&62,&06/,5&'!%/0&/0&83&E+,3&*%/4%&/0&-+"&3+#G&,+&$%/0&
/2&")8)8E"624)&+-&8)<=&N2&$%)&068)&*63&I)&$++:&$%)&4#9&610+&6-$)"&0#99)"5&063/275&'!%/0&4#9&/0&$%)&2)*&4+H)262$&
/2&83&E1++,G&,+&$%/05&60&+-$)2&60&3+#&,"/2:&/$5&/2&")8)8E"624)&+-&O)<=&&P+"&60&+-$)2&60&3+#&)6$&$%/0&E")6,&62,&,"/2:&

$%)&4#95&3+#&9"+416/8&$%)&(+",F0&,)6$%&#2$/1&I)&4+8)0<    ‐ 1 Corinthians 11:23‐26 

!
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Communion is symbolic in two ways: 

1T  “Remembrance”  is  a  significant word  in  verses 24 and 25  that helps us better understand 
communion  as  a  symbol.  If  you  remember  something,  you  are  calling  to mind  a  past  action. 
When  we  take  communion  we  are  calling  to  mind  two  greater  truths.  First,  we  are 
remembering the suffering and death of Christ on our behalf for our sins and that God’s wrath 
was  appeased.  This  means  Christ’s  act  of  redemption  is  complete  and  acceptable  to  God. 
Therefore, justification, propitiation, adoption, sanctification and glorification are all offered to 
those who believe.  Secondly, when we  take  communion we are  remembering God’s  present 
work  in us because of  the New Covenant  (see  Jeremiah 31:33‐34). The New Covenant differs 
from the old in its form. The Old Covenant was external and the New Covenant is internal. The 
Old Covenant was about ethnicity.  The law was written on stone. God’s presence dwelt among 
the people of God and  the people of God needed  someone  to  speak  for  them and  speak  to 
them from God.   The New Covenant  is  internal.  It  is not about ethnicity but about faith.   The 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law is now written on our hearts, God’s presence now dwells in us, God now speaks directly to 
us  and  we  can  speak  directly  to  Him.  So  when  we  are  called  to  “remember,”  it  isn’t  just 
imagining what  it was  like  for Christ  to die,  there  is substance to the body and blood. That  is 
what we must “remember” when we take communion. We remember the past work of Christ 
done  for  us,  the  present work  of  God  being  done  in  us,  and  anticipate His  second  and  final 
coming. 

,T Proclamation is the second way in which communion is a symbol. Look at verse 26: “For as 
often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.”  
So communion is more than remembering, it is also proclaiming.  

JT!;/-##!'/%&=.!E#!0-(951%+!E%'/!9(++4&%(&)!

1T First, we proclaim His death. When we take of the bread and cup we proclaim the crucified 
Christ  as  Savior.  Second, when we  take  communion we proclaim his  resurrection.  This  is  not 
implicit  but  implied  in  verse  26,  “...  the  Lord’s  death  until  He  comes.”  If  Christ  died  and  is 
returning  again  then  He must  not  be  dead,  but  alive.  Communion  proclaims  the  risen  Lord. 
Lastly, communion proclaims His second coming “until He returns.” Every time we take of the 
bread and cup we proclaim of the returning King. 

,T We  believe  that  taking  the  elements  of  communion  bring  about  no  special  grace  and  the 
elements do not become the literal body and blood of Jesus when taken. 

Notice we said that communion does not bring about any “special grace.” Communion is one of 
two ordinances; therefore, we should keep it in high regard because God does. However, we do 
not want to be confused with the idea that communion has some special persevering grace that 
is given with the taking.  Praise, evangelism, prayer, accountability, the preaching of the word, 
etc.,  all  release grace.   Communion may  release grace  into our  lives as do all  things God has 
given us and called us to.   

9. The only significance of  the elements  is what  they represent. When Christ  said, “this  is my 
body” and “this is my blood” did he mean this is my literal body?  

Illustration: If I held up a picture of my family and said, “This is my family.” Is that literally my 
family or does it represent my family? We believe what Christ meant when he said, “this is my 
body”  he  was  saying  this  represents  my  body  and  my  blood  the  same  way  the  picture 
represents my family. 

IT!2/(!./(456!'1@#!9(++4&%(&: !

Y#$&N&063&$+&3+#5&N&*/11&2+$&,"/2:&+-&$%/0&-"#/$&+-&$%)&H/2)&-"+8&2+*&+2&#2$/1&$%6$&,63&*%)2&N&,"/2:&/$&2)*&*/$%&3+#&/2&83&
P6$%)"F0&:/27,+8<&‐ Matthew 26: 29&

Jesus  said He would not  partake of  that  supper  again until we  are  in  the New Kingdom. We 
believe this passage along with all other New Testament passages indicate only those who are 
believers in Christ should take communion.  However, anyone who is a believer in Jesus Christ 
can participate without being a member of Providence Church. 

_T!2/#&!1&6!/(E!($'#&!./(456!E#!(,.#-B#!9(++4&%(&: !

We take communion weekly after each message. We practice open communion, meaning you 
do not have to be a member of Providence Church to participate, although we do require that 
you be a believer, according to the example set in Scripture, in order to take communion. We 



   29  

encourage families to observe a brief time of reflection, pray together  in their seats and then 
come take communion as a family when they feel ready.  

 

A10'%.+!
Water  baptism  is  only  intended  for  the  individual  who  has  received  the  saving  benefits  of 
Christ’s atoning work and become His disciple.   Therefore,  in obedience  to Christ’s command 
and as a testimony to God, the church, oneself and the world, a believer should be immersed in 
water  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit.   Water  baptism  is  an  expression  of  a 
person’s union with Christ in the likeness of His death and resurrection.  It signifies that one’s 
former  way  of  life  has  been  put  to  death  and  vividly  depicts  a  person’s  release  from  the 
mastery of sin. (Statement of Faith, 13) 

NT!2/1'!%.!'/#!+#1&%&=!($!,10'%.+:!

We believe baptism is an ordinance commanded by God to be observed.  Baptism is a symbol of 
two things: Christ’s death, burial and resurrection, and our death to sin and new life in Christ. 

.%"/0$&,/),&-+"&+#"&0/20&i&I)&*60&E#"/),5&62,&$%6$&I)&*60&"6/0),&+2&$%)&$%/",&,63&i&&
‐ 1 Corinthians 15:3b‐4a&

I6H/27&E))2&E#"/),&*/$%&I/8&/2&E69$/085&/2&*%/4%&3+#&*)")&610+&"6/0),&*/$%&Him through faith …  &&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&
‐ Colossians 2:12&

 
!%)")-+")&*)&%6H)&E))2&E#"/),&*/$%&I/8&$%"+#7%&E69$/08&/2$+&,)6$%5&0+&$%6$&60&.%"/0$&*60&"6/0),&-"+8&$%)&,)6,&

$%"+#7%&$%)&71+"3&+-&$%)&P6$%)"5&0+&*)&$++&8/7%$&*61:&/2&2)*2)00&+-&1/-)<&J&Romans 6:4&

 
Baptism is a .3+,(5  of salvation not a +#1&.!($!.15B1'%(&. 
 
!
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We practice what  has  been historically  called d,#5%#B#-.[! ,10'%.+Te We  feel  this  term brings 
clarity to any confusion on our beliefs and practice of baptism. 
What do we mean by “believers’ baptism”? 
 

U+&$%)25&$%+0)&*%+&%6,&")4)/H),&I/0&*+",&*)")&E69$/h),&i ‐ Acts 2:41 
 

Y#$&*%)2&$%)3&E)1/)H),&X%/1/9&9")64%/27&$%)&7++,&2)*0&6E+#$&$%)&:/27,+8&+-&;+,&62,&$%)&268)&+-&T)0#0&.%"/0$5&
$%)3&*)")&E69$/h),5&E+$%&8)2&62,&*+8)2&61/:)<&J&Acts 8:12‐13 

 
P+"&$%)3&*)")&%)6"/27&$%)8&09)6:/27&*/$%&$+27#)0&62,&)Q61$/27&;+,<&!%)2&X)$)"&620*)"),5&'U#")13&2+&+2)&462&

")-#0)&$%)&*6$)"&-+"&$%)0)&$+&E)&E69$/h),&*%+&%6H)&")4)/H),&$%)&I+13&U9/"/$&S#0$&60&*)&,/,5&462&%)W=&`2,&%)&+",)"),&
$%)8&$+&E)&E69$/h),&/2&$%)&268)&+-&T)0#0&.%"/0$<&!%)2&$%)3&60:),&%/8&$+&0$63&+2&-+"&6&-)*&,630<&J&Acts 10:46‐48&

 
In these verses we see that ,10'%.+!$(55(E.!.1B%&=!$1%'/, it does not create it or add to it. Acts 
10:46‐48 highlights a significant point. The Holy Spirit was given to the gentile believers before 
baptism, not after. Therefore, faith is the only requirement for salvation, and even faith is given 
by God, so that our works (baptism) could not save us and so no one can boast.  

P+"&E3&7"64)&3+#&%6H)&E))2&06H),&$%"+#7%&-6/$%G&62,&$%6$&2+$&+-&3+#"0)1H)05&/$&/0&$%)&7/-$&+-&;+,G&2+$&60&6&")0#1$&+-&
*+":05&0+&$%6$&2+&+2)&863&E+60$< ‐ Ephesians 2:8‐9 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!
JT!<%-94+9%.%(&!1&6!,10'%.+!1.!.3+,(5.T!

&
`2,&/2&I/8&3+#&*)")&610+&4/"4#84/0),&*/$%&6&4/"4#84/0/+2&86,)&*/$%+#$&hands, in the removal of the body of the 

flesh by the circumcision of Christ; having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised with Him 
$%"+#7%&-6/$%&i ‐ Colossians 2:11‐12a&

 

In the Old Testament, God’s covenant people were the Israelites. The sign of God’s covenant for 
the Israelites was circumcision. Being circumcised did not make you an heir of the covenant, it 
was  merely  a  sign  that  you  were  already  an  heir.  In  Colossians,  the  Apostle  Paul  compares 
baptism  to  circumcision  in  the  way  that  circumcision  was  a  sign  for  the  old  covenant,  so 
baptism is a sign of the new covenant. 

!
IT!R/(456!E#!,10'%c#!%&$1&'.:!

2#!6(!&('!0-19'%9#!%&$1&'!,10'%.+. Why then do some Christian churches baptize infants and 
why do we not? Those who baptize  infants believe  that  the  continuity between circumcision 
and baptism reveals the way we ought to practice baptism in the church. If all the physical sons 
of Abraham were circumcised as a sign of belonging to the offspring of Abraham and therefore 
heirs of the covenant, then we should practice the same with our children by baptizing them as 
infants as a sign of the new covenant. 

However, we believe this continuity between circumcision and baptism does not interpret our 
practice of baptism. Although baptism and circumcision have continuity, there is a discontinuity 
between the two because of the difference between the old covenant and the new covenant 
and the Israelites and the Church. 

 
Y#$&*%+&6")&$%)0)&09/"/$#61&0+20&+-&`E"6%68&*%+&4+20$/$#$)&$%)&9)+91)&+-&;+,&/2&+#"&67)W&
;616$/620&?@j&06305&:2+*&$%)2&$%6$&/$&/0&$%+0)&+-&-6/$%&*%+&6")&0+20&+-&`E"6%68<&&!%)&2)*&
$%/27&0/24)&T)0#0&%60&4+8)5&/0&$%6$&$%)&4+H)262$&9)+91)&+-&;+,&6")&2+&1+27)"&6&9+1/$/4615&
)$%2/4&26$/+25&E#$&6&E+,3&+-&E)1/)H)"0<&&

‐ John Piper, Brothers We Are Not Professionals. 
 

The  difference  between  circumcision  and  baptism  as  symbols  is  the  difference  between  the 
covenants  they  signify.  The  Old  Covenant  was  based  on  physical  birth.    However,  the  New 
Covenant  is  based  on  spiritual  birth.  Therefore, E#! 9(&9546#! '/1'! $-(+! 155! V#E! ;#.'1+#&'!
01..1=#.b!,10'%.+!%.!1!.%=&!($!$1%'/!%&!X#.4.!1&6!%'!/100#&.!1.!1&!(4'E1-6!.%=&!($!'/1'!$1%'/. 
This means until someone is of the age to make a profession of that faith in Christ they should 
not be baptized. 

!

_T!>(E!6(!E#!,10'%c#:!

We baptize believers in Jesus Christ by immersion.  

`2,&*%)2&T)0#0&*60&E69$/h),5&/88),/6$)13&%)&*)2$&#9&-"+8&$%)&*6$)"&<<<&&J&Matthew 3:16 
&

i&62,&$%)3&E+$%&*)2$&,+*2&/2$+&$%)&*6$)"5&X%/1/9&60&*)11&60&$%)&)#2#4%5&62,&%)&E69$/h),&%/8<                                                                              
‐ Acts 8:38 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The word “baptize” means to immerse in water. “The Greek word “baptizo” means to plunge or 
dip,  immerse something  in water. The practice of baptism  in  the New Testament was carried 
out in one way: The person being baptized was immersed or put completely under water and 
then brought back up again. Baptism by immersion is therefore the mode of baptism or the way 
in  which  baptism  was  carried  out  in  the  New  Testament.”  –  Wayne  Grudem  Systematic 
Theology 

H'!Z-(B%6#&9#!%'!%.!1!+#+,#-./%0!-#P4%-#+#&'!'/1'!#B#-3!+#+,#-!+4.'!/1B#!,##&!,10'%c#6!
'/#!E13!X#.4.!6#+(&.'-1'#6b!#B#&!'/(4=/!+1&3!($!4.!E#-#! d9(&$%-+#6e!1.!9/%56-#&T!

 
Stewardship!

Why do we teach on the subject of money? 
¥ Twenty‐five percent of Jesus’ words in the Gospels are related to our resources and 

stewardship of those resources. 
¥ There are 28 passages on stewardship in the four Gospels 
¥ In the Old and New Testaments combined there are more than 800 verses on the 

subject – dealing with a wide variety of financial topics including planning and 
budgeting, saving and investing, debt and tithing 

¥ Money is one of the greatest idols in the world, especially in American culture 
¥ Money is a critical component to the growth and health of the church 
 

O)2&9")96")&6&8)61&-+"&)2S+38)2$5&62,&*/2)&86:)0&1/-)&8)""35&62,&8+2)3&/0&$%)&620*)"&$+&)H)"3$%/27<   ‐ 
Ecclesiastes 10:19&

 
While Ecclesiastes 10:19 is true for almost everything in the world, there are still some things 
money can’t buy, mainly our salvation.  Some people may try, but let me assure you, they will 
fail.  God is not moved by our possessions – He is not bribed by what we can offer Him.  God, in 
fact,  is the giver of all of our possessions and cares greatly about the condition of our hearts.  
Do we worship Him above and beyond everything else in our lives?  Do we worship Him as the 
giver of everything?  Does our “stuff” hinder our walk with God or cause us to grow closer by 
rightfully acknowledging His grace?  God does bless us, but it  is for the purpose of giving Him 
the glory and not ourselves.  It is so easy to fall prey to the love of money – the love of the next 
new car, the love of spending more than you make, the love of trying to impress others.  Greed 
falls close to the flesh of every human.    In  large part  it could be said that American culture  is 
currently built upon the premise of greed.   As one author put  it, “We all buy things we don’t 
need, with money we don’t have, to impress people we don’t even like.” 

This  is  why  we  teach  on  this  subject.  The  Bible  has  much  to  say  about  our  money  and 
possessions – probably because God knows the state of the human heart and how we are so 
easily swayed by things of this world.  Like any other area of our Christian life, it is imperative 
that we have good theology and that our doctrine penetrates how we actually live. 

!6:)&96/20&*/$%&$%)0)&$%/270G&E)&6E0+"E),&/2&$%)85&0+&$%6$&3+#"&9"+7")00&863&E)&)H/,)2$&$+&611<&X63&41+0)&6$$)2$/+2&
$+&3+#"0)1-&62,&$+&3+#"&$)64%/27G&9)"0)H)")&/2&$%)0)&$%/2705&-+"&60&3+#&,+&$%/05&3+#&*/11&)20#")&061H6$/+2&E+$%&-+"&

3+#"0)1-&62,&-+"&$%+0)&*%+&%)6"&3+#<&‐ 1 Timothy 4:15‐16 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What is the function of money? 
Money is simply a tool that the Bible gives us a framework for how to use.  Other tools outlined 
in Scripture are prayer, friendships, teaching of the Word, fellowship, etc. – all of which are to 
be used to aid us in our lives as Christians and to carry out the following purposes: 

¥ Loving and glorifying God – Honor the Lord with your wealth (Proverbs 3:9) 
¥ Advancement of the gospel – Giving your first fruits to the work of the gospel through the 

church 
¥ Providing for the needs of your family – (1 Timothy 5:8) 
¥ Loving people – Through generosity, hospitality and blessing others 
¥ Enjoying God – Don’t take it so seriously 
 
Until we properly understand the function of money from a biblical perspective we can’t begin 
to leverage it for its true purpose.  Our money is most effective when it is in line with how God 
calls us to use it. 

Who owns everything? 
Where does our stuff come from? God.  God owns everything we have.  He makes everything 
we make. He is in control of everything and nothing is out of His hands.  The great myth in this 
world is that we own anything, that we deserve anything, that we can do anything good apart 
from God,  and  that we are  sovereign over our own  lives.   Nothing  good  that we have or do 
originates with us, it all comes for the hand of God. 

V+&2+$&E)&,)4)/H),5&83&E)1+H),&E")$%")2<&KH)"3&7++,&$%/27&7/H)2&62,&)H)"3&9)"-)4$&7/-$&/0&-"+8&6E+H)5&4+8/27&
,+*2&-"+8&$%)&P6$%)"&+-&1/7%$05&*/$%&*%+8&$%)")&/0&2+&H6"/6$/+2&+"&0%/-$/27&0%6,+*0<&N2&$%)&)Q)"4/0)&+-&I/0&*/11&I)&
E"+#7%$&#0&-+"$%&E3&$%)&*+",&+-&$"#$%5&0+&$%6$&*)&*+#1,&E)&6&:/2,&+-&-/"0$&-"#/$0&68+27&I/0&4")6$#")0<&‐ James 1:16‐

18&

 

Scripture speaks often about the origin of what we have.  Just as God created the heavens and 
the earth  in Genesis, we see  in the whole of Scripture that He  is  intimately  involved with the 
creation of everything contained within those heavens and earth – including the hairs on your 
head and the pennies in your pocket! 

N2&$%)&E)7/22/27&*60&$%)&^+",5&62,&$%)&^+",&*60&*/$%&;+,5&62,&$%)&^+",&*60&;+,<&&I)&*60&/2&$%)&&
E)7/22/27&*/$%&;+,<&&`11&$%/270&468)&/2$+&E)/27&$%"+#7%&I/85&62,&696"$&-"+8&I/8&2+$%/27&468)&/2$+&E)/27&$%6$&%60&

4+8)&/2$+&E)/27<&N2&I/8&*60&1/-)5&62,&$%)&1/-)&*60&$%)&(/7%$&+-&8)2<&!%)&(/7%$&0%/2)0&/2&$%)&,6":2)005&62,&$%)&
,6":2)00&,/,&2+$&4+89")%)2,&/$<&‐ John 1:1‐5&

D!%)&0/1H)"&/0&O/2)&62,&$%)&7+1,&/0&O/2)5F&,)416")0&$%)&(\[V&+-&%+0$0<&‐ Haggai 2:8&

P+"&)H)"3&E)60$&+-&$%)&-+")0$&/0&O/2)5&!%)&46$$1)&+2&6&$%+#062,&%/110<&‐ Psalm 50:10&

P+"&3+#&-+"8),&83&/2*6",&96"$0G&3+#&*+H)&8)&/2&83&8+$%)"F0&*+8E<&‐ Psalm 139:13&
&

`")&2+$&-/H)&096""+*0&0+1,&-+"&$*+&4)2$0W&&R)$&2+$&+2)&+-&$%)8&/0&-+"7+$$)2&E)-+")&;+,<&N2,)),5&$%)&&&&&&&H)"3&%6/"0&+-&
3+#"&%)6,&6")&611&2#8E)"),<&&V+&2+$&-)6"G&3+#&6")&8+")&H61#6E1)&$%62&8623&096""+*0<&&`2,&N&063&$+&3+#5&)H)"3+2)&

*%+&4+2-)00)0&8)&E)-+")&8)25&$%)&U+2&+-&O62&*/11&4+2-)00&%/8&610+&E)-+")&$%)&627)10&+-&;+,. ‐ Luke 12:6‐8&
&

!%)&;+,&*%+&86,)&$%)&*+"1,&62,&611&$%/270&/2&/$5&0/24)&I)&/0&(+",&+-&%)6H)2&62,&)6"$%5&,+)0&2+$&,*)11&/2&$)891)0&
86,)&*/$%&%62,0G&2+"&/0&I)&0)"H),&E3&%#862&%62,05&60&$%+#7%&I)&2)),),&623$%/275&0/24)&I)&I/80)1-&7/H)0&$+&611&

9)+91)&1/-)&62,&E")6$%&62,&611&$%/270<&J&Acts 17:24‐25 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\$%)"*/0)5&3+#&863&063&/2&3+#"&%)6"$5&'O3&9+*)"&62,&$%)&0$")27$%&+-&83&%62,&86,)&8)&$%/0&*)61$%5=&Y#$&
")8)8E)"&$%)&(\[V&3+#"&;+,5&-+"&/$&/0&I)&*%+&/0&7/H/27&3+#&$%)&9+*)"&$+&86:)&*)61$%5&$%6$&I)&863&4+2-/"8&I/0&

4+H)262$&*%/4%&I)&0*+")&$+&3+#"&-+")-6$%)"05&60&/$&/0&$%/0&,63<&‐ Deuteronomy 8:17‐18 
 

Wealth  (biblically  defined)  –  Everything we have,  given  to  us  by God,  including our  finances, 
jobs, houses, the products of our land, businesses, automobiles and personal items.  Our wealth 
is not limited to our cash but includes the vast array of everything that we have been given by 
the hand of God. 

What is Stewardship? 
Stewards – Steward are people who, by God’s grace, belong to God.  And, because they belong 
to God,  they  recognize  that ultimately everything  they are and have belongs  to God and has 
been given to them as a gift.  Therefore, they then seek to both enjoy the gifts God has given 
them as well as invest those gifts in others and the future by distributing them wisely.  We have 
three categories that we must steward:  our time, our talents and our wealth. 
 

`8+27&*%+8&3+#&610+&6")&$%)&4611),&+-&T)0#0&.%"/0$<&f &Romans 1:6 
 

P+"&*%+&")76",0&3+#&60&0#9)"/+"W&&^%6$&,+&3+#&%6H)&$%6$&3+#&,/,&2+$&")4)/H)W&&`2,&/-&3+#&,/,&")4)/H)&/$5&*%3&,+&3+#&
E+60$&60&/-&3+#&&%6,&2+$&")4)/H),&/$W&J&1 Corinthians 4:7&

 
I!;30#.!($!R'#E1-6.!%&!Z-(B#-,.!
!
D%=/'#(4.!D%9/ – Marked by hard work, faithfulness and financial blessing from God 
 

[/4%)0&62,&%+2+"&6")&*/$%&8)5&)2,#"/27&*)61$%&62,&"/7%$)+#02)00<&&
O3&-"#/$&/0&E)$$)"&$%62&7+1,5&)H)2&9#")&7+1,5&`2,&83&3/)1,&E)$$)"&$%62&4%+/4)0$&0/1H)"<&&

N&*61:&/2&$%)&*63&+-&"/7%$)+#02)005&N2&$%)&8/,0$&+-&$%)&96$%0&+-&S#0$/4)5&&
!+&)2,+*&$%+0)&*%+&1+H)&8)&*/$%&*)61$%5&$%6$&N&863&-/11&$%)/"&$")60#"/)0<&J&Proverbs 8:18‐21&

 
;")),&/0&/2&$%)&%+#0)&+-&$%)&"/7%$)+#05&Y#$&$"+#E1)&/0&/2&$%)&/24+8)&+-&$%)&*/4:),<&J Proverbs 15:6 

 
D%=/'#(4.!Z((- – Marked by hard work, honest and contentment 
 

Y)$$)"&/0&$%)&9++"&862&*%+&*61:0&/2&%/0&/2$)7"/$3&$%62&%)&*%+&/0&4"++:),&$%+#7%&%)&E)&"/4%<&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&
‐ Proverbs 28:5&

&

U&-%=/'#(4.!D%9/ – Marked by deception, lying and stealing 
 

`&7"64/+#0&*+862&6$$6/20&%+2+"5&62,&"#$%1)00&8)2&6$$6/2&"/4%)0<&`&8)"4/-#1&
862&,+)0&%/80)1-&7++,5&E#$&$%)&4"#)1&862&,+)0&%/80)1-&%6"8<&!%)&*/4:),&

)6"20&,)4)9$/H)&*67)05&E#$&%)&*%+&0+*0&"/7%$)+#02)00&7)$0&6&$"#)&")*6",<&&J&Proverbs 11:16‐18&

!
U&-%=/'#(4.!Z((- – Marked by laziness and complacency 
 
A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest – Your poverty will come in like a vagabond And 

your need like an armed man. ‐ Proverbs 6:10‐11 
&

!%)&01#776",&,+)0&2+$&91+*&6-$)"&$%)&6#$#825&0+&%)&E)70&,#"/27&$%)&%6"H)0$&62,&%60&2+$%/27<&&
J&X"+H)"E0&Mk@g&
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!
Q4-!=(15!1.!1!</-%.'%1&!] !$1%'/$45&#..b!-%=/'#(4.&#..b!/1-6!E(-@b!/(&#.'3b!(,#6%#&9#b!E%.6(+b!
=#&#-(.%'3!1&6!9(&'#&'+#&'!
As we exhibit these characteristics in our life God is faithful to bless us in return.  Many make 
the mistake of thinking that God’s blessing will always be manifested in tangible financial ways.  
God’s grace and blessings come in a million different ways – some of which are: contentment 
and the ability to enjoy what you have; financial wealth that in turn can be shared with others; 
reconciliation  with  a  friend,  business  partner  or  family  member;  and  healthy  abundant 
friendships and relationships.  Regardless of your financial net worth, our goal is to be faithful 
and walk righteously with what God has blessed you with – no matter if it is a little or a lot. 
 
2/ 1'!1-#!.(+#!<(++(&!W%&1&9%15!R%&.:!
Throughout Scripture we see a number of different ways that we as humans sin with our wealth 
or  lack of  it.   As was stated earlier,  it  is easy to slip  into a place where our stuff becomes the 
object of our worship rather than the Creator Himself.   The following is just a short list of the 
ways we can sin with our money.  (It is important to recognize these in your own life and deal 
with them as you would any other sin through repentance and seeking transformation through 
the Word.) 
 
W15.#!76(51'-3!1&6!2(-./%0!
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and 
steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do 
not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. “The eye is the lamp of the body.  
If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light.  But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of 
darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness! “No one can serve two masters.  
Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.  You cannot 
serve both God and Money.  Matthew 6:19‐24 

&
`&4)"$6/2&"#1)"&60:),&%/85&';++,&$)64%)"5&*%6$&8#0$&N&,+&$+&/2%)"/$&)$)"261&1/-)W=&'^%3&,+&3+#&4611&8)&7++,W=&T)0#0&
620*)"),<&&'a+&+2)&/0&7++,Z )Q4)9$&;+,&61+2)<&&R+#&:2+*&$%)&4+8862,8)2$0@&DV+&2+$&4+88/$&6,#1$)"35&,+&2+$&
8#",)"5&,+&2+$&0$)615&,+&2+$&7/H)&-610)&$)0$/8+235&%+2+"&3+#"&-6$%)"&62,&8+$%)"<F=&&&'`11&$%)0)&N&%6H)&:)9$&0/24)&N&
*60&6&E+35=&%)&06/,<&^%)2&T)0#0&%)6",&$%/05&%)&06/,&$+&%/85&'R+#&0$/11&164:&+2)&$%/27<&&U)11&)H)"3$%/27&3+#&%6H)&62,&
7/H)&$+&$%)&9++"5&62,&3+#&*/11&%6H)&$")60#")&/2&%)6H)2<&&!%)2&4+8)5&-+11+*&8)<=&&^%)2&%)&%)6",&$%/05&%)&E)468)&
H)"3&06,5&E)46#0)&%)&*60&6&862&+-&7")6$&*)61$%<&&T)0#0&1++:),&6$&%/8&62,&06/,5&'I+*&%6",&/$&/0&-+"&$%)&"/4%&$+&)2$)"&
$%)&:/27,+8&+-&;+,c&&N2,)),5&/$&/0&)60/)"&-+"&6&468)1&$+&7+&$%"+#7%&$%)&)3)&+-&6&2)),1)&$%62&-+"&6&"/4%&862&$+&)2$)"&
$%)&:/27,+8&+-&;+,<=&&!%+0)&*%+&%)6",&$%/0&60:),5&'^%+&$%)2&462&E)&06H),W=&&T)0#0&")91/),5&'^%6$&/0&/89+00/E1)&
*/$%&8)2&/0&9+00/E1)&*/$%&;+,<=&X)$)"&06/,&$+&%/85&'^)&%6H)&1)-$&611&*)&%6,&$+&-+11+*&3+#c=&&&'N&$)11&3+#&$%)&$"#$%5=&
T)0#0&06/,&$+&$%)85&'2+&+2)&*%+&%60&1)-$&%+8)&+"&*/-)&+"&E"+$%)"0&+"&96")2$0&+"&4%/1,")2&-+"&$%)&06:)&+-&$%)&
:/27,+8&+-&;+,&*/11&-6/1&$+&")4)/H)&8623&$/8)0&60&8#4%&/2&$%/0&67)&62,5&/2&$%)&67)&$+&4+8)5&)$)"261&1/-)<=‐ Luke 
18:18‐3Ω&

!
Z-%6# – Giving in order to be recognized 
Y)&46")-#1&2+$&$+&,+&3+#"&D64$0&+-&"/7%$)+#02)00F&E)-+")&8)25&$+&E)&0))2&E3&$%)8<&&N-&3+#&,+5&3+#&*/11&%6H)&2+&")*6",&
-"+8&3+#"&P6$%)"&/2&%)6H)2<&'U+&*%)2&3+#&7/H)&$+&$%)&2)),35&,+&2+$&622+#24)&/$&*/$%&$"#89)$05&60&$%)&%39+4"/$)0&
,+&/2&$%)&03267+7#)0&62,&+2&$%)&0$"))$05&$+&E)&%+2+"),&E3&8)2<&&N&$)11&3+#&$%)&$"#$%5&$%)3&%6H)&")4)/H),&$%)/"&")*6",&
/2&-#11<&Y#$&*%)2&3+#&7/H)&$+&$%)&2)),35&,+&2+$&1)$&3+#"&1)-$&%62,&:2+*&*%6$&3+#"&"/7%$&%62,&/0&,+/27<&&U+&$%6$&3+#"&
7/H/27&863&E)&/2&0)4")$<&&!%)2&3+#"&P6$%)"5&*%+&0))0&*%6$&/0&,+2)&/2&0)4")$5&*/11&")*6",&3+#<&J&Matthew 6:1‐4 
!
U&&#9#..1-3!"#,' !
!%)&"/4%&"#1)&+H)"&$%)&9++"5&62,&$%)&E+""+*)"&/0&0)"H62$&$+&$%)&1)2,)"<&J&Proverbs 22:7!
!
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G&B3!1&6!<(B#'(4.&#..!
`2,&N&06*&$%6$&611&16E+"&62,&611&64%/)H)8)2$&09"/27&-"+8&862F0&)2H3&+-&%/0&2)/7%E+"<&!%/0&$++&/0&8)62/271)005&6&
4%60/27&6-$)"&$%)&*/2,<&J&&Ecclesiastes 4:4!
 
V(!W#1-!($!'/#!C(-6!
Y)$$)"&6&1/$$1)&*/$%&$%)&-)6"&+-&$%)&(\[V&$%62&7")6$&*)61$%&*/$%&$#"8+/1<&J&Proverbs 15:16&

!
C1c%&#.. !
The sluggard craves and gets nothing, but the desires of the diligent are -#113&06$/0-/),<&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&
X"+H)"E0&A?@g 

 
C19@!($!Z51&&%&=!
!%)&91620&+-&$%)&,/1/7)2$&1)6,&$+&9"+-/$&60&0#")13&60&%60$)&1)6,0&$+&9+H)"$3<&J&Proverbs 21:5&
&
P+113&,)1/7%$0&6&862&*%+&164:0&S#,78)2$5&E#$&6&862&+-&#2,)"0$62,/27&:))90&6&0$"6/7%$&4+#"0)<&X1620&-6/1&-+"&164:&+-&
4+#20)15&E#$&*/$%&8623&6,H/0)"0&$%)3&0#44)),<&‐ Proverbs 15:21‐22&
&
`&7++,&862&1)6H)0&62&/2%)"/$624)&-+"&%/0&4%/1,")2F0&4%/1,")25&E#$&6&0/22)"F0&*)61$%&/0&0$+"),&#9&-+"&$%)&"/7%$)+#0<&J&&
Proverbs 13:22&
&
I+#0)0&62,&*)61$%&6")&/2%)"/$),&-"+8&96")2$05&E#$&6&9"#,)2$&*/-)&/0&-"+8&$%)&(\[V< – Proverbs 19:1&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&

!
?-##6!1&6!W15.#!"(9'-%&#!
N-&623+2)&$)64%)0&-610)&,+4$"/2)0&62,&,+)0&2+$&67"))&$+&$%)&0+#2,&/20$"#4$/+2&+-&+#"&(+",&T)0#0&.%"/0$&62,&$+&7+,13&
$)64%/275&%)&/0&4+24)/$),&62,&#2,)"0$62,0&2+$%/27<&&I)&%60&62&#2%)61$%3&/2$)")0$&/2&4+2$"+H)"0/)0&62,&d#6"")10&
6E+#$&*+",0&$%6$&")0#1$&/2&)2H35&0$"/-)5&861/4/+#0&$61:5&)H/1&0#09/4/+20&62,&4+20$62$&-"/4$/+2&E)$*))2&8)2&+-&4+""#9$&
8/2,5&*%+&%6H)&E))2&"+EE),&+-&$%)&$"#$%&62,&*%+&$%/2:&$%6$&7+,1/2)00&/0&6&8)620&$+&-/2624/61&76/2<&&Y#$&7+,1/2)00&
*/$%&4+2$)2$8)2$&/0&7")6$&76/2<&&P+"&*)&E"+#7%$&2+$%/27&/2$+&$%)&*+"1,5&62,&*)&462&$6:)&2+$%/27&+#$&+-&/$<&Y#$&/-&*)&
%6H)&-++,&62,&41+$%/275&*)&*/11&E)&4+2$)2$&*/$%&$%6$<&‐ 1 Timothy 6:3‐8&
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   36  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

!

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!



   37  

<(++4&%'3!
!

"#$%&%'%(&)!Throughout the Bible, community is a major theme. Beginning with His first 
creation, continuing with Israel and the New Testament Church, God always calls out a people 
for Himself. Even when the Jews were in captivity and dispersed among enemy nations, they 
organized themselves into groups that ultimately formed synagogues where they could serve 
one another and carry out their beliefs. In (Acts 2), the first century church met in temple courts 
(Sunday morning worship) and in house to house (home group) settings. 

These new church communities began as home groups, just as Jesus had modeled with the 12 
(Mark 3:14; Luke 6:12‐19). There are over 50 Biblical "one anothers" that admonish us to be 
closely involved with a few others (small groups) in order that we might learn and imitate 
attitudes and behaviors that characterize God's household – the community of believers. We 
express Community through authenticity. 

^%6$&,+)0&$%/0&8)62&-+"&83&1/-)W&&&

Because we are called to live in community with other believers (Hebrews 10:23‐25) the 
Christian should regularly find themselves joining with individuals and groups in Gospel‐
centered community.  This might be a home group, bible study, or mission trip.  It can also be a 
sports league, casual dinner, or playgroup.      

^%6$&,+)0&$%/0&8)62&-+"&+#"&4%#"4%W&

We believe accountability, care, and a sense of belonging are critical to balance and progress in 
our spiritual journey.  On a Sunday morning at our corporate gathering we desire Providence to 
be a place where genuine Gospel‐centered community happens through worship, care, 
relationships, and expressions of spiritual gifting. 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A. What is a missional community (i.e Home Group)?  

A missional community by nature is intended to be more than a typical bible study.  First, let’s 
be  reminded what  characteristics we  should  expect  to  see  in  your  community  group.   2/1'!
./(456!3(4!#\0#9'!1.!01-'!($!1!+%..%(&15!9(++4&%'3:!

• A welcoming atmosphere  for strugglers and real sinners    (Christ  is  for  real sinners!) “I have 
not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” Mt. 9:13;  “If anybody does sin, we have one who 
speaks to the Father in our defense‐Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.” I Jn. 2:1  

•  A  family  learning  to  live  out  of  the  Gospel  “As  you  have  received  Christ  Jesus,  so  live  in 
Him….”Col.2:6        “I  pray  that  you,  being  rooted  and  established  in  love,  may  have  power, 
together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 
and to know this love that surpasses knowledge…” Eph. 3:17‐19;  “Let us love one another, for 
love comes from God…He sent His one and only Son” I Jn. 4:7,9 

• A  safe place  to  share  your  struggles,  confess  your  sins,  and expect  to be pointed  to  Jesus.  
“There is now no condemnation  for those who are in Christ Jesus...” Rom. 8:1;  “Confess your 
sins to one another….” James 5:16 

• A family learning to celebrate grace! “Rejoice with those who rejoice…” Rom.12:15 

•  A  place  to  be  quick  to  listen  and  sympathize  with  another’s  struggles,  and  respond  with 
compassion and prayer, and if you can, practical help to meet the need.  Avoid superficial, pat 
answers  that  don’t  address  and  encourage  the  heart.    “Be  devoted  to  one  another…”  Rom. 
12:10;  “Everybody should be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to become angry…” James 
1:19;  “Pray for each other…” James 5:16; “Honor one another above yourselves…Rom. 12:10b;  
“mourn with those who mourn…” Rom.12:15 

•  A place to worship God by enjoying one another and God’s good gifts (new people, food, art, 
etc.)   “Bring the best robe and put  it on him. Put a ring on his  finger and sandals on his  feet. 
Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate….” Luke 15 

As you can see, the Gospel  is never static, but moves us into grateful action.   As we hear and 
believe the Gospel again and again,  the love of Christ working within our hearts energizes us to 
practical works of love.  We begin to ask, “What does loving my neighbor really look like?”  This 
means that we will also want to avoid anything in our community group that does not have this 
goal of Gospel motivation and love.  2/1'!./(456!3(4!&('!#\0#9'!%&!1!+%..%(&15!9(++4&%'3: 

‐ A lengthy teaching monologue or lecture by one person 

‐ An overly‐ academic group of theological debaters who don’t address matters/struggles of the 
heart, and how the Gospel applies to them (see I Cor.13:1) 

‐ An affinity group to make you happy  (…although sweet fellowship in Christ should occur and 
will bring joy.) 

‐ A place  to have your every need met  (…although as we serve one another  in  love, many of 
your true needs will be met, prayed for, and clarified.) 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As  Tim  Keller  has  suggested,  “The  Primary  Goal  for  the  fellowship  group  is  to  develop  a 
Christian community where Jesus Christ is experienced in his presence and power.” 

This  means  that  as  the  leader  (or  co‐leader)  of  your  missional  community,  your  primary 
responsibility  is  to  facilitate  “Gospel  conversations”  and  practical  works  of  love  among  the 
group members.   A key characteristic that will grow from this is Gospel transformation in the 
lives of the group members, and hopefully, those outside of the group who will be ministered 
to as a result.  

While your group will differ in exact structure from another community group, all groups should 
contain at least the following four essential characteristics:  

1. Worship  

God  has  designed  us  to  respond  to  His  great  worth  and  beauty,  be  awed  by  His  glory,  and 
celebrate His goodness.     Keller notes  that  the worship of  the  true God “brings health  to our 
souls and substance and weight to our lives.”  It is the very purpose for which we were made.  
Eugene Peterson notes that without the worship of God, we fail to see Him at the center of our 
lives and live “manipulated and manipulating lives.”  While our whole lives are meant to be an 
act of worship, setting aside special time in the community meeting to praise and celebrate God 
(and how He meets us through Christ) will bring joy to God and refresh His people.  The use of 
well  known  hymns  and  songs which  exalt  Christ,  reading  Psalms  responsively,  responding  in 
prayer,  meditations  shared  by  group  members  (including  poetry  and  written  prayers), 
instrumental music, the use of candles, etc. may all be used to help the community respond in 
worship. 

2. Christ‐Centered, Gospel‐focused Bible Study 

Hearing  the  Gospel  story  from  all  parts  of  Scripture  builds  our  faith.  Our  goal  in  studying  a 
particular part of Scripture in our community groups is not to focus on the details, but to arrive 
at the broader, general meaning of the text and to understand how it fits in the greater Gospel 
narrative.  Remember, the goal is not to merely fill our heads with knowledge, but to have the 
Gospel move  our  hearts  to worship  and  transform  our  lives!    This  vital  time  of  hearing God 
speak to us can often be interwoven with the sharing time for maximum application.  

(As noted,  the temptation is strong for the Bible study portion to become a lecture which will 
take  up most  or  all  of  the  group’s  time.    However,  a  good  rule  of  thumb  in  our  community 
groups is to limit teaching time to approximately ¼ of the overall meeting time to leave time for 
valuable relational sharing and ministry.  For ex., a 90 min. group will have approx. 20 ‐25 mins. 
of Bible study) 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3. Sharing, or “One Anothering”   

Effective sharing, as Keller notes, is prompted by the following question: “What work of power 
and  grace  does  Christ  wish  to  do  in  our  hearts  right  now?”    This  includes  two  facets  of 
fellowship:  a.) sharing what God is doing in our own hearts (convicting, encouraging, creating 
repentance and faith); and b.) pursuing others in a love agenda.  (We’ll cover this in more detail 
in the next section, How to Gospel one another.)  Notice too that the “one‐another” commands 
of  scripture paint  a  rich, organic portrait of  activity:  “Serve one another,  carry one another’s 
burdens, be devoted to one another,   submit to one another, accept one another, honor one 
another up, greet one another, be of the same mind with one another…”  

4. Kingdom‐Centered Prayer and Missional Focus 

Prayer,  as  Piper  has  said,  is  our  “walkie‐talkie  from  the  battlefield.”    In  prayer  we  actually 
participate  in  God’s  redemptive  plan  to  save  the world.    As we  speak  to  our  great  God  and 
Father  in adoring praise,  confession of  sin,  thankfulness, and supplications,   He  is pleased, as 
another writer says, to “gather our cries and our praises, our petitions and  intercessions, and 
use them.”  (Note: Sometimes the activity of talking about prayer requests can use up the time 
of actually praying for them.  Encourage the group members from time to time to be aware of 
this, and to share their hearts  in the share time.   Also, you may choose to break  into smaller 
sub‐groups to pray, or remain a single group.)  

Finally, make it a priority to leave time in the meeting to discuss the group’s particular missional 
focus and activity.     As Keller puts  it,   you want to ask “How does Christ want me (or us, as a 
group) to touch the hurts in the world this week?”  Commit this to prayer, and follow through 
with actual steps to carry out the vision.   (Be sure to delegate and involve group members as 
much  as  possible  in  each  facet  of  planning  and  follow‐through.      Remember  the  “body” 
metaphor of Scripture!) 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This passage obviously reveals that the church is much more than a building or a geographically 
centered group of believers.  The Bible  also  talks  about  Jesus being  the  “head” of  the  church 
(Eph. 1:22) or the “chief shepherd” or pastor of the church (1 Peter 5:4), so clearly there  is a 
bigger “church” than the one we attend week  in and week out. This  idea of church  is what  is 
called the “universal church”, and it includes all believers who have ever lived for all time. Jesus 
is  the  pastor  of  this  church  and  this  is  the  “church”  to which  Jesus  refers  in Matthew 16:18 
where  he  tells  Peter  that  he  will  build  His  church  and  the  “gates  of  hell”  will  never  prevail 
against  it. While  local churches fail every year, the universal church will never close  it’s doors 
and never fail! 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Within the universal church there also exists the local church. The local church is the church you 
attend every week, and it is the group of people that you are connected to directly. Each local 
church has a pastor and a group of elders to lead them, protect them and guide them under the 
guidance  of  the  Chief  Shepherd  Jesus.  There  are  numerous  examples  of  the  local  church  in 
Scripture.   

∙  Church in Jerusalem (Acts 8:1) 
∙  Church in Corinth (1 Corinthians 1:2) 
∙  Church in Galatia (Galatians 1:2) 
∙  Church in Thessalonians (1 Thessalonians 1:1) 
∙  Church in Sardis (Revelation 3:1)  

 
The  local  churches  in  the New Testament  are numerable  and  the  role of  the  local  church  is  essential 
within the context of the universal church. While our redemption and mission are given as a universal 
body  our  missiological  context,  pastoral  care  and  mutual  accountability  are  given  within  the  local 
church. Every believer in Christ is commanded to attend a local church! 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While the necessity of the local church cannot be overemphasized, the depth of a local church 
body is dependent on the depth of the individual families that make up that church. The Bible is 
very direct in relating the local church to the familial church, even calling the local church the 
“household of God”. 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3:14‐15&

At Providence Church we believe that the most critical mission of the local church is twofold: to 
expand and grow the universal church and to strengthen the familial churches. We build all our 
programs around this core value. At most churches you would find very diverse programming 
with  a  busy  weekly  schedule,  but  at  Providence  we  work  diligently  to  provide  simple 
opportunities  for  men,  women  and  children  to  be  equipped  to  worship  as  a  family.  Most 
churches build  the  local church at  the cost of  the  familial churches splitting up men, women, 
teenagers  and  children  with  everyone  receiving  different  instruction  and  vision,  but  at 
Providence our men’s ministry is built to help men lead their families and our women’s ministry 
is  built  to  help  women  strengthen  their  homes  and  our  children’s  ministry  is  built  to  equip 
parents to be the primary shapers of the their children’s spirituality. Every man is called to lead 
their home and therefore they are the primary pastor of their familial church. 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This is why we stress men studying their Bibles and praying with their wives, because the job of 
pastoral care and the provision of direction and wisdom should primarily happen by a loving, 
sacrificial husband and father. Likewise, our women are commanded by the Scriptures to live 
exemplary lives that produce kingdom‐valued children. They are called to be good stewards of 
their families’ resources, talents and time.  &
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“She looks well to the ways of her household, and does not eat the bread of idleness.” ‐ Proverbs 31:27 

This description of an excellent wife concludes with this familial remark: 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The husband father and wife mother of a family have a divine calling and responsibility for the 
spiritual  well  being  of  one  another  and  their  children.  We  wholeheartedly  believe  that  the 
strength of the local church is dependent on the strength of our familial churches. We therefore 
exist to gather families for the universal church and strengthen them to walk in the ways of our 
God. 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The church is the community of Christians for all time who have been loved and saved by Jesus 
Christ (Ephesians 5:25). The church includes the people of the Old Testament (i.e. Deuteronomy 
4:10; Acts 7:38; Hebrews 2:12 cf. Psalm 22:22). In every church, there are people who are not 
Christians  (Matthew  13:24–30),  including  wolves  sent  by  Satan  to  lead  people  astray  (Acts 
20:29–30). While  it  is possible for Christians to know who else  is a Christian (i.e. the frequent 
references  to  Christian  brothers  and  sisters),  ultimately  only  the  Lord  knows  exactly  every 
person who is and is not a Christian (2 Timothy 2:19). 

Should all Christians be vitally involved in a local church? 
&
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The  Old  and  New  Testaments  were  written  to  communities  of  God’s  people  who  regularly 
gathered together for such things as teaching, fellowship, worship, etc. The Bible  is clear that 
every Christian is a part of the larger church body and is expected to participate in the life of a 
local church with the gift(s) God has given him or her (1 Corinthians 12:1–31). 

It is therefore a sin for someone who claims to be a Christian not to be actively loving his or her 
Christian brothers and sisters (1 John 1:7; 3:17–18; 4:21) and seeking to build up the church (1 
Corinthians 12:7; 14:6, 12 & 26b). 

How is the Church led or governed? 
Though we have all come from different ecclesiological traditions it is important that we agree 
on  how  the  Bible  paints  the  picture  of  church  leadership.    God  intends  the  church  to  be 
comprised  of  three  different  levels  of  human  leadership;  elders,  deacons  and  members. 
(Philippians  1:1)  Elders  primarily  prepare  the  deacons  and members  to  do ministry  through 
their leadership, oversight and teaching. (Ephesians 4:11‐16) 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What are elders and members? 
X6#1&62,&!/8+$%35&0)"H62$0&+-&.%"/0$&T)0#05&$+&611&$%)&06/2$0&/2&.%"/0$&T)0#0&6$&X%/1/99/5&$+7)$%)"&*/$%&$%)&+H)"0))"0&

62,&,)64+20< ‐ Philippians 1:1 

Elders are  the male  leaders of  the church who are also called pastors, bishops and overseers 
(Acts  20:28;  Ephesians  4:11;  1  Peter  5:2).  The  elders  are  men  chosen  for  their  ministry 
according  to  clear  biblical  requirements  (1  Timothy  2:11–3:1–7;  Titus  1:5–9).  The  elders  are 
always spoken of in plurality because God intends for more than one man to lead and rule over 
the church as a safeguard for both the church and the man. 

All New Testament Churches Had Elders 

Elders in All the Churches that Paul Founded 

^%)2&$%)3&%6,&699+/2$),&)1,)"0&-+"&$%)8&/2&)H)"3&4%#"4%5&%6H/27&9"63),&*/$%&-60$/275&$%)3&4+88)2,),&$%)8&$+&
$%)&(+",&/2&*%+8&$%)3&%6,&E)1/)H),<&‐ Acts 14:23&

Elders in the Church at Jerusalem 
`2,&*%)2&X6#1&62,&Y6"26E60&%6,&7")6$&,/00)20/+2&62,&,)E6$)&*/$%&$%)85&$%)&E")$%")2&,)$)"8/2),&$%6$&X6#1&62,&
Y6"26E60&62,&0+8)&+$%)"0&+-&$%)8&0%+#1,&7+&#9&$+&T)"#061)8&$+&$%)&69+0$1)0&62,&)1,)"0&4+24)"2/27&$%/0&/00#)<&‐ 
Acts 15:2&

Elders in Ephesus 
P"+8&O/1)$#0&%)&0)2$&$+&K9%)0#0&62,&4611),&$+&%/8&$%)&)1,)"0&+-&$%)&4%#"4%<&J&Acts 20:17&

Elders in All the Churches of Crete 

P+"&$%/0&")60+2&N&1)-$&3+#&/2&.")$)5&$%6$&3+#&*+#1,&0)$&/2&+",)"&*%6$&")86/20&62,&699+/2$&)1,)"0&/2&)H)"3&4/$3&60&N&
,/")4$),&3+#<&‐ Titus 1:5&

Elders in All the Churches of the Dispersion of the Roman Empire 

T68)05&6&E+2,J0)"H62$&+-&;+,&62,&+-&$%)&(+",&T)0#0&.%"/0$5&!+&$%)&$*)1H)&$"/E)0&*%+&6")&,/09)"0),&6E"+6,@&
;"))$/270<&<&<&<&N0&623+2)&68+27&3+#&0/4:W&!%)2&%)&8#0$&4611&-+"&$%)&)1,)"0&+-&$%)&4%#"4%&62,&$%)3&6")&$+&9"63&+H)"&
%/85&62+/2$/27&%/8&*/$%&+/1&/2&$%)&268)&+-&$%)&(+",<&‐ James 1:1; 5:14&

Elders in All the Churches in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia 

X)$)"5&62&69+0$1)&+-&T)0#0&.%"/0$5&!+&$%+0)&*%+&")0/,)&60&61/)205&046$$)"),&$%"+#7%+#$&X+2$#05&;616$/65&.6996,+4/65&
`0/65&62,&Y/$%32/65&*%+&6")&4%+0)2<&<&<&<&!%)")-+")5&N&)Q%+"$&$%)&)1,)"0&68+27&3+#5&60&3+#"&-)11+*&)1,)"&62,&*/$2)00&
+-&$%)&0#--)"/270&+-&.%"/0$5&62,&6&96"$6:)"&610+&+-&$%)&71+"3&$%6$&/0&$+&E)&")H)61),5&0%)9%)",&$%)&-1+4:&+-&;+,<&‐ 1 
Peter 1:1; 5:1&

The  Local  Church  Is  governed  by  Christ  (Matthew  16:18).  This  governance  was  mediated 
through the authority of the apostles and their close associates (Ephesians 2:20; 1 Corinthians 
2:12‐13; 7:17; 14:37‐38; 2 Thessalonians 3:14). Today Christ still rules through the words of his 
apostles as they are preserved for us in the inspired writings of the New Testament. Therefore, 
every  effort  will  be  made  to  conform  the  structure  and  procedures  and  spirit  of  church 
governance  as  closely  as  possible  to  New  Testament  guidelines,  with  a  constant  eye  to 
promoting  the  glory  of  God  and  the  advancement  of  faith  (1  Corinthians  10:31;  Philippians 
1:25). 

The ministry  of  the  church  is  primarily  the  work  of  the  members  in  the  activity  of  worship 
toward God, nurture toward each other and witness toward the world. Internal structures for 
church governance are not  the main ministry of  the church, but are  the necessary equipping 
and mobilizing of the saints for the work of ministry. 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Governance structures should be lean and efficient to this end, not aiming to include as many 
people as possible in office‐holding, but to free and fit as many people as possible for ministry 
(implied in the preceding principle). 

Christ  is  the head of  the church and,  spiritually,  all his disciples are on a  level ground before 
him, each having direct access  to him and  responsibility  to  intercede  for  the good of all  as a 
community of priests. 

Not  inconsistent with  this  equality, God has ordained  the existence of officers  in  the  church, 
some of whom are charged under Christ with the leadership of the church. 

The  leaders  of  the  church  should  be  people  who  are  spiritually  mature  and  exemplary  (1 
Timothy  3:1‐13;  Titus  1:5‐9),  gifted  for  the  ministry  given  to  them  (Romans  12:6‐8),  have  a 
sense of divine urging (Acts 20:28), and are in harmony with the duly established leadership of 
the church (Philippians 2:2). 

Responisibilities of the Elders 
The elders’ duties include ruling (1 Timothy 5:17), managing (1 Timothy 3:4–5), tending (1 Peter 
5:2–5), giving account (Hebrews 13:17),  living exemplary  lives (Hebrews 13:7), using authority 
(Acts  20:28),  teaching  (Ephesians  4:11,  1  Timothy  3:2),  preaching  (1  Timothy  5:17),  doctrinal 
instruction (Titus 1:9), and discipline (Matthew 18:15–17). 

Members are the Christians who are actively participating in the life of the local church so that 
it is built up for God’s purposes (1 Corinthians 12:1–31 especially 12:24). The early church had a 
notion of membership that included numerical record (Acts 2:37–47), records of widows (1 Tim. 
5:3–16);  elections  (Acts  6:1–6),  discipline  (Matt.  18:15–20;  1  Cor.  5;  Gal.  6:1),  accountability 
(Heb. 13:17), and an awareness of who was a church member (Rom. 16:1–16). 

m#61/-/46$/+20&+-&62&K1,)"&>^%+&462&E)&62&K1,)"WC&&

Because of  the distinct  responsibility of  leadership  in  the church God gives very practical and 
measurable standards that dictate who can become and elder in the local church.   

'!%)&063/27&/0&$"#0$*+"$%3@&N-&623+2)&609/")0&$+&$%)&+--/4)&+-&+H)"0))"5&%)&,)0/")0&6&2+E1)&$60:<&!%)")-+")&62&+H)"0))"&
8#0$&E)&6E+H)&")9"+64%5&$%)&%#0E62,&+-&+2)&*/-)5&0+E)"J8/2,),5&0)1-J4+2$"+11),5&")09)4$6E1)5&%+09/$6E1)5&6E1)&$+&
$)64%5&2+$&6&,"#2:6",5&2+$&H/+1)2$&E#$&7)2$1)5&2+$&d#6"")10+8)5&2+$&6&1+H)"&+-&8+2)3<&I)&8#0$&86267)&%/0&+*2&

%+#0)%+1,&*)115&*/$%&611&,/72/$3&:))9/27&%/0&4%/1,")2&0#E8/00/H)5&-+"&/-&0+8)+2)&,+)0&2+$&:2+*&%+*&$+&86267)&%/0&
+*2&%+#0)%+1,5&%+*&*/11&%)&46")&-+"&;+,F0&4%#"4%W&I)&8#0$&2+$&E)&6&")4)2$&4+2H)"$5&+"&%)&863&E)4+8)&9#--),&#9&

*/$%&4+24)/$&62,&-611&/2$+&$%)&4+2,)826$/+2&+-&$%)&,)H/1<&O+")+H)"5&%)&8#0$&E)&*)11&$%+#7%$&+-&E3&+#$0/,)"05&0+&$%6$&
%)&863&2+$&-611&/2$+&,/07"64)5&/2$+&6&026")&+-&$%)&,)H/1<=&J&A&!/8+$%3&?@AJj &

!%)&-/"0$&$%/27&*)&0))&6E+#$&)1,)"0%/9&/0&$%6$&/$&/0&$+&E)&609/"),&$+<&&N$&/0&6&2+E1)&$60:&62,&86$#")&
.%"/0$/62&8)2&0%+#1,&609/")&$+&$%/0&+--/4)<&&a+$&)H)"3+2)&*/11&86:)&$%)&4#$5&E#$&)H)"3&862&0%+#1,&
1+27&-+"&/$<&&!%)")-+")5&*)&*62$&)1,)"0&*%+&2+8/26$)&$%)80)1H)0&E3&>AC&$)11/27&$%)&4#"")2$&)1,)"0&
$%6$&$%)3&-))1&$%)3&6")&")6,3&$+&E)&$"6/2),&+"&>MC&64$/27&60&6&1)6,)"&/2&0#4%&6&*63&$%6$&6&862&
%#8E13& 0#E8/$0& $+& $%)& 4#"")2$& )1,)"0& E#$& 9)+91)& 6")& -+11+*/27& %/8& 62,&$"#0$/27& %/8& 60& 6&
09/"/$#61&6#$%+"/$3<&

!%)2&X6#1&8+H)0&/2$+&$%)&1/0$i&

H,(B#!-#0-(19/f !

!%/0&8)620&$%6$&)1,)"0&0%+#1,&E)&*/$%+#$&623&4%6"64$)"&,)-)4$<&&!%/0&/0&X6#1F0&*63&+-&1)$$/27&#0&
:2+*&$%6$&$%/0&1/0$&*60&2+$&8)62$&$+&E)&)Q%6#0$/H)&E#$&"6$%)"&0%+*/27&#0&$%6$&*)&0%+#1,&0)$&$%)&
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E6"&+-&)1,)"0%/9&%/7%<&&!%/0&,+)0&2+$&8)62&)1,)"0&6")&9)"-)4$&E#$&$%6$&$%)3&%6H)&0))2&8)60#"6E1)&
H/4$+"3&+H)"&0/2& /2&$%)/"&1/-)&62,&$%)3&6")&4+20/0$)2$13&*6$4%/27&$%)/"&1/H)0&-+"&0/2&62,&64$/H)13&
")9)2$/27<&&&

>4.,1&6!($!(&#!E%$#f!

!%)")&6")&8623&/2$)"9")$6$/+20&+-&$%/0&>2)H)"&,/H+"4),5&2+$&6&9+13768/0$&+"&2+$&4%)6$/27C&62,&
$%)&6"7#8)2$0&6")&S#0$&60&2#8)"+#0<&&^)&-611&/2&$%)&46$)7+"3&+-&$%)&'09/"/$&+-&$%)&16*=&"6$%)"&
$%62&$%)&'1)$$)"&+-&$%)&16*=<&&^)&$6:)&)64%&862F0&460)&/2,/H/,#6113<&&^)5&60&6&"#1)5&*/11&,/04+#2$&
,/H+"4),&E)1/)H)"0&/2&$%)&068)&*63&$%6$&U4"/9$#")&,/04+#2$0&.%"/0$/620&*%+&1/H)&4+20/0$)2$13&/2&
0/2<&&N-&6&862&/0&,/H+"4),&*)&*/11&,)61&E/E1/46113&*/$%&3+#"&,/H+"4)<&&!%)")&6")&+4460/+20&-+"&,/H+"4)&
/2& $%)& Y/E1)& 62,& 4/"4#80$624)0& *%)")& ;+,& 611+*0& 9)+91)& $+& E")6:& $%)& 4+H)262$& +-& 86""/67)&
>6,#1$)"35&T)0#0G&%6",2)00&+-&%)6"$5&O+0)0C5&$%+#7%&.%"/0$/620&6")&$+&0)):&")4+24/1/6$/+2&/2&6&1/-)J
61$)"/27&*63<&

not addicted to wine… 
doesn’t get drunk or depend on mood changing drugs  
or pugnacious, but gentle, peaceable, 
Not a fighter for the sake of fighting, but rather fighting only for the sake of peace.  A man who loves unity, peace 
and protecting the people, but will stand up to defend his people.  ‐ 2 Timothy 1:7 

free from the love of money.  (1 Timothy 3:3) 

`&862&*%+&,+)0&2+$&611+*&8+2)3&$+&8+$/H6$)&%/0&1/-)&,)4/0/+20<&&O+2)3&/0&2+$&E6,5&E#$&$%)&U9/"/$&
1)6,0&#05&2+$&$%)&1+H)&+-&8+2)3<&&!%/0&,+)0&2+$&8)62&$%6$&)1,)"0&0%+#1,&E)&9++"&+"&$%6$&)1,)"0&
*/H)0& 0%+#1,& ,")00& /2& "670& E#$& "6$%)"& )1,)"0& *+#1,& E)& 8+$/H6$),& E3& $%)& U9/"/$& 62,& %+9)-#113&
E1)00),&E3&;+,&$%"+#7%&$%)&4%#"4%<&&

He must  be  one who manages  his  own  household well,  keeping  his  children  under  control 
with all dignity  (1 Timothy 3:4) 

!%/0&/0&$%)&86/2&")60+2&8)2&*/11&E)&,/0d#61/-/),<&^/H)0&6")&$%)&-/"0$&)1)8)2$&*)&*62$&$+&*6$4%5&
E)46#0)&+#"&*/H)0&")H)61&+#"&$"#)&4%6"64$)"<&&O)2&462&0)11&3+#5&/2$)"H/)*&*)11&62,&$)11&3+#&*%6$&
3+#&*62$&$+&%)6"G&4+20$62$13&96/2$/27&6&9/4$#")&+-&9)"-)4$/+25&E#$&+#"&*+8)2&*/11&")-1)4$&+#"&
$"#)& 4%6"64$)"<& & ^)6:& 8)2& 9"+,#4)& ,+8/2))"/27& *+8)2<& & \H)"E)6"/27& 8)2& 9"+,#4)& *)6:&
*+8)2&62,&-"67/1)&*+8)2<&&!%)&$"#)&")-1)4$/+2&+-&$%)&862&/0&0))2&/2&%/0&*/-)<&

.%/1,")2& 6")& $%)& 2)Q$& 1)H)1<& & _/,0& 6")& 0#99+0),& $+& E)& 1+#,& 62,& E+30& 6")& 0#99+0),& $+& E)&
,627)"+#0&E#$&/-&3+#"&4%/1,")2&6")&2+$&7"+*/27&62,&1)6"2/27&62,&")09)4$/27&,6,&$%)2&3+#&462F$&
E)&62&)1,)"<& 

(but if a man does not know how to manage his own household, how will he take care of the 
church of God?),  (1 Timothy 3:5) 

and not a new convert, so that he will not become conceited and fall into the condemnation 
incurred by the devil.  (1 Timothy 3:6) 

R+#27&E)1/)H)"0&0%+#1,&2+$&7)$&$++&8#4%&9+*)"&+"&$%)3&*/11&E)4+8)&4+24)/$),5&-))1/27&1/:)&$%)&
4%#"4%&+*)0&$%)8i>9+*)"5&8+2)35&")09)4$C&62,&)H)2$#6113&-6110&E3&$%)&068)&0/2&+-&$%)&,)H/1<&&
^%/1)&$%)&$)"8& ')1,)"=& ,)04"/E)0&86$#"/$3&62,&2+$&67)5&2)*&E)1/)H)"0&8#0$&E)&7/H)2&$/8)&$+&
86$#")&/2&.%"/0$&E)-+")&$6:/27&+2&$%/0&1)H)1&+-&1)6,)"0%/9<&

And he must have a good reputation with  those outside  the church,  so  that he will not  fall 
into reproach and the snare of the devil.  (1 Timothy 3:7) 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!%/0&7#3&/0&7++,&/2&E#0/2)00&62,&/2&$%)&4+88#2/$3<&&I)&1/H)0&/2&0#4%&6&*63&$%6$&9)+91)&*62$&$+&
/8/$6$)&%/8&62,&$%)")E3&1)6"2&$+&/8/$6$)&.%"/0$<&

!
<(++4&%'3!!

</4-9/!"%.9%05%&#!
1.Take a minute and study 1 Corinthians 6:1‐8 

^%)2&+2)&+-&3+#&%60&6&7"/)H624)&676/20$&62+$%)"5&,+)0&%)&,6")&7+&$+&16*&E)-+")&$%)&#2"/7%$)+#0&/20$)6,&+-&$%)&
06/2$0W&\"&,+&3+#&2+$&:2+*&$%6$&$%)&06/2$0&*/11&S#,7)&$%)&*+"1,W&`2,&/-&$%)&*+"1,&/0&$+&E)&S#,7),&E3&3+#5&6")&3+#&
/24+89)$)2$&$+&$"3&$"/H/61&460)0W&&V+&3+#&2+$&:2+*&$%6$&*)&6")&$+&S#,7)&627)10W&&I+*&8#4%&8+")5&$%)25&86$$)"0&
9)"$6/2/27&$+&$%/0&1/-)c&U+&/-&3+#&%6H)&0#4%&460)05&*%3&,+&3+#&163&$%)8&E)-+")&$%+0)&*%+&%6H)&2+&0$62,/27&/2&$%)&

4%#"4%W&&N&063&$%/0&$+&3+#"&0%68)<&.62&/$&E)&$%6$&$%)")&/0&2+&+2)&68+27&3+#&*/0)&)2+#7%&$+&0)$$1)&6&,/09#$)&E)$*))2&
$%)&E"+$%)"05&E#$&E"+$%)"&7+)0&$+&16*&676/20$&E"+$%)"5&62,&$%6$&E)-+")&#2E)1/)H)"0W&!+&%6H)&16*0#/$0&6$&611&*/$%&+2)&

62+$%)"&/0&61")6,3&6&,)-)6$&-+"&3+#<&^%3&2+$&"6$%)"&0#--)"&*"+27W&^%3&2+$&"6$%)"&E)&,)-"6#,),W&&Y#$&3+#&
3+#"0)1H)0&*"+27&62,&,)-"6#,Z )H)2&3+#"&+*2&E"+$%)"0c ‐ I Corinthians 6:1‐8 

“Do you not know that we are to judge angels? How much more, then, matters pertaining to this life! So if you 
have such cases, why do you lay them before those who have no standing in the church?” 

How does this verse change your view of church membership? 

2. Take a minute and study 1 Corinthians 5:1‐5; 9‐13: 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A. What  action  does  Paul  say  the  Corinthian  church  should  have  taken  regarding  this  sinful 
member? 

B. What is the ultimate hope of such action? 
C. By whose authority is the church to act? 
 
Throughout its pages, the Bible sounds a recurring theme:  Those God loves, He disciplines. 

1.  Discipline is a sometimes challenging process of God correcting His people’s thoughts, words 
and  behavior  so  they  can  fulfill  their  calling  to  become  like Him.   God  disciplines His  people 
through a variety of means.  He calls His people first to self‐discipline.  Each Christian is called to 
hear the Word of God as he reads the Bible and hears the Bible taught and applied. 

2.    As  he  compares  his  life  to God’s Word,  he  adjusts  himself  to  conform  to  his  Savior.    But 
individual interaction with God through His Word is not the only means that God uses to make 
His children holy.  God also uses His people.  “Brothers,” writes Paul, “if anyone is caught in any 
transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness …” 



   47  

3.  As members of Providence Church we take seriously our responsibility to “restore” members 
who  fail  to allow God  to discipline  them personally  for  their  sins.   This means  that beginning 
with  private  confrontation  and,  if  necessary,  leading  to  public  rebuke,  we  seek  to  help  one 
another  overcome  any  refusal  to  repent  of  those  words  and  actions  that  the  Bible  clearly 
defines as sin. 

4.    This  includes  not  only  sinful  words  and  behavior,  but  also  refusal  to  turn  from  heretical 
doctrine. 

Jesus outlined a process for addressing another believer’s sin in Matthew 18:15‐17. 

!
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As  a  church  we  agree  that  this  is  the  way  for  us  to  approach  someone  who  refuses  to 
appropriate God’s grace for change.   

Initially, church discipline should be informal:  If a Christian sees sin in a brother or sister that 
appears to be continual, he should approach that person and inquire about it.  If in fact there is 
unrepentant  sin and a  refusal  to  repent,  then  the concerned brother or  sister  should  involve 
one or two others, which may include a pastor and/or an elder.  If this group confirms that, in 
fact, sin continues without repentance, the process must move to formal church discipline. 

When  the  church begins  to  formally discipline a member,  the  church’s pastors  and/or elders 
inquire with  the  individual member  in  question  to  confirm  fact  and  to  appeal  for  change.    If 
change is not forthcoming, the elders will inform the church of the member and his sin, urging 
members  to  contact  the member  and  appeal  for  repentance.   During  this  time,  the member 
under discipline may not participate in the Lord’s Supper or attend meetings for the purpose of 
fellowship.  Instead, his participation with members should revolve around his need for change.  
If, after a reasonable period of appeal, no repentance is forthcoming, the elders will inform the 
church  again,  this  time  announcing  that  they must  revoke membership  and  that  the  church 
must now treat the unrepentant person as they treat unbelievers.  In other words, when they 
interact with this person they should have “fellowship” as the Bible defines it, but they should 
appeal for the former member to put his faith in Jesus’ work on the cross for them and to turn 
from his sin. 

Church discipline has  nothing  to do with  “shunning”  a  person.  It  involves  first  confronting  in 
love  and  gentleness  and,  if  unsuccessful,  withholding  fellowship.    It  is  not  rejection  of  a 
relationship  but  a  change  in  the nature  of  a  relationship.    If  a  person under  discipline  is  not 
factious or disruptive or a harmful influence, he is welcomed to attend all church meetings that 
are  open  to  unbelievers  with  the  exception  of  small  groups  that  meet  for  the  purpose  of 
fellowship.    The  elders  may  decide  to  abbreviate  or  eliminate  the  process  of  appeal  for 
repentance if the sin is especially notorious, or if the member proves to be factious, disruptive 
or leading others into sin or error.  In these cases, the elders may ask church members to avoid 
all contact with an individual in order to mitigate his sinful influence. 

At  times a member may seek  to withdraw  from the church  to avoid church discipline and  its 
consequences.  Just as a good shepherd will go after a sheep that has wandered from the flock 
(Matt. 18:12‐14; Ezek. 34:4,8‐16), so shall the pastors, elders and members of this church seek 
to  restore  a wandering member  to  the  Lord  through biblical  discipline.    Therefore,  discipline 
may  be  instituted  or  continued  either  before  or  after  a  member  seeks  to  withdraw  from 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membership if the elders determine that such discipline may serve to guard and preserve the 
honor of God, protect the purity of the church, or restore the wandering member to the Lord.  
While  the  church  cannot  force  a  withdrawing  member  to  remain  in  this  congregation,  the 
church  has  the  right  and  responsibility  to  encourage  restoration,  to  bring  the  disciplinary 
process  to  an  orderly  conclusion,  and  to  make  a  final  determination  as  to  the  person’s 
membership status at the time withdrawal is sought or acknowledged.  In doing so, the elders, 
at their discretion, may temporarily suspend further disciplinary proceedings, dismiss any or all 
charges pending against the accused, or proceed with discipline and pronounce an appropriate 
censure. 

If a member leaves the church while he is under the scrutiny of the disciplinary process or while 
a censure against him is still in effect, and if the elders learn that he is attending another 
church, the elders may inform that church that the person is currently under church discipline 
and may ask that church to encourage the accused to repent of his sin and to be restored to the 
Lord and to any people whom he has offended.  Such communications enhance the possibility 
that a person may finally repent of his sin, and, at the same time, serve to warn the other 
church to be on guard against the harm that the accused might do to their members (see Matt. 
18:12‐14; Rom. 16:17; 1 Cor. 5:1‐13; 2 Thess. 3:6‐14; 2 Tim. 1:15; 2:16‐18; 4:9, 14‐15; 3 John 9‐
10). 

Once the elders make a sin publicly known, they also commit to inform the church of 
repentance and restoration to fellowship as appropriate to the situation and the good of the 
church. 

Christians who attend Providence Church and have been excluded from fellowship from 
another church will not be allowed to participate in fellowship of Providence Church unless 
they repent of their sins and make confession and restitution with their former church or the 
elders of Providence Church are able to determine that the former church did not apply church 
discipline according to Scripture. 

I, the undersigned, have read, understand and agree to the terms of Church Discipline outlined 
above. 

________________________________________ Date ____________ 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17:17; 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Hebrews 4:11‐13 

3  Galatians 6:1 ESV 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New 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Definition: 

Serving  others  usually  isn’t  the  easiest  task  we  encounter  in  a  day;  nor  is  it  the  most 
convenient. Yet Christ calls us to serve others, to put others first, to sacrifice, to  labor for the 
benefit of those around us. In selflessness and sacrifice we show our love for the God who laid 
down his life for us in the ultimate act of service. 

During  the  Last  Supper,  Christ  washed  His  disciples  feet  and  after  doing  so  commanded  his 
followers to wash one another’s feet, saying, “I gave you an example that you also should do as 
I did  for you.”  (John 13:15)  Just as  the Good Samaritan served  the wounded  Israelite  in Luke 
chapter  10,  so  too  are we  to  serve our  neighbors,  be  they  affluent,  poor,  accepted,  outcast, 
prosperous or downtrodden. (Luke 10:25‐37). We are called to love one another and we reveal 
that love through service. In the 7th Century a monk named Brother Lawrence believed serving 
others to be the chief means of showing God love. He says, “We can do little things for God; I 
turn the cake that is frying on the pan for the love of Him, and that done, if there is nothing else 
to  call me,  I  prostrate myself  in worship  before  Him, Who  has  given me  the  grace  to work; 
afterwards I rise happier than a king.” 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Serving your spouse and your children is the most obvious act of foot‐washing and often times 
the most difficult. At the end of a long day with your children, the last thing you may want to do 
is pour into your husband. Likewise husbands, spending time with your wife and children after 
your workday speaks volumes to them about their worth and your love for them. Consider very 
practical  ways  to  serve  in  your  family  like  taking  on  the  chores  someone  else  usually  does, 
buying special gifts or doing spontaneous activities. Serve in sacrificial ways to communicate to 
those closest to you the love of Christ. 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Serving the church body  is necessary  for  the growth of  the body and of  the person. Hebrews 
6:9‐11 says that one of the ways we show God love is through serving His church. Scripture says 
that we serve for the saints for the sake of Christ and that that service will not be overlooked. 
We serve out of passion, love and even obligation. When we are aware of our specific giftings 
and talents, we may be tempted to wait to serve until there  is a ministry  ideally suited to us. 
However, when we are slow to serve, we are slow to be blessed. Seek to serve the church  in 
whatever capacities are needed, whether you’re perfect in that role or not; and trust the Lord 
to use you. Regardless of where you serve within your church body, pray to do so with a love 
for Christ, a love for those you are serving, and a love for the role He has put you in. 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Service is the fruitful and fulfilling experience you have when you serve in a ministry that best 
matches whom God  designed  you  to  be.  Serving  is  an  act  of worship,  and  as  you  become  a 
member  of  Providence  Church,  service  will  inevitably  become  a  part  of  your  life’s  worship. 
Sunday morning worship isn’t  just a time to come observe and experience, but to participate. 
God uses all believers  to be an example  to others and  to  speak  into people’s  lives,  verbal or 
unspoken. We are to be living testimonies of what Christ has done in our lives. That is why we 
have musicians, children’s teachers, preschool workers, greeters, after school mentors, and all 
the other areas of service. 

Why do we serve? 
First, let’s take a look at what the Scripture says about the words 0)"H/4) or 0)"H).  

P+"&3+#&*)")&4611),&$+&-")),+85&E")$%")2G&+213&,+&2+$&$#"2&3+#"&-")),+8&/2$+&62&+99+"$#2/$3&-+"&$%)&-1)0%5&E#$&
$%"+#7%&1+H)&0)"H)&+2)&62+$%)". – Galatians 5:13 

We see here that the word 0)"H)&is a command. This means that serving is not optional.  Serving 
is  a  matter  of  obedience.  So,  why  did  God  command  us  to  serve?  There  are  two  biblical 
purposes why God has commanded us to serve. We serve because we are to: 

∙  Glorify God 
∙  Edify Others 

 
There are two key passages that we will look at that reveal this to us.   
 
First, our serving glorifies God because it is a form of worship: 
 
!%)")-+")&N&#"7)&3+#5&E")$%")25&E3&$%)&8)"4/)0&+-&;+,5&$+&9")0)2$&3+#"&E+,/)0&6&1/H/27&62,&%+13&064"/-/4)5&644)9$6E1)&

$+&;+,5&*%/4%&/0&3+#"&09/"/$#61&0)"H/4)&+-&*+"0%/9<&J&[+8620&AM@A&

^%+)H)"&09)6:05&/0&$+&,+&0+&60&+2)&*%+&/0&09)6:/27&$%)&#$$)"624)0&+-&;+,G&*%+)H)"&0)"H)0&/0&$+&,+&0+&60&+2)&*%+&/0&
0)"H/27&E3&$%)&0$")27$%&*%/4%&;+,&0#991/)0G&0+&$%6$&/2&611&$%/270&;+,&863&E)&71+"/-/),&$%"+#7%&T)0#0&.%"/0$5&$+&*%+8&

E)1+270&$%)&71+"3&62,&,+8/2/+2&-+")H)"&62,&)H)"<&&`8)2<&J&A&X)$)"&g@AA&

 
Secondly, our serving builds up or edifies others: 

`2,&I)&76H)&0+8)&60&69+0$1)05&62,&0+8)&60&9"+9%)$05&62,&0+8)&60&)H627)1/0$05&62,&0+8)&60&960$+"0&62,&$)64%)"05&
-+"&$%)&)d#/99/27&+-&$%)&06/2$0&-+"&$%)&*+":&+-&0)"H/4)5&$+&$%)&E#/1,/27&#9&+-&$%)&E+,3&+-&.%"/0$<&J&K9%)0/620&g@AA&f &AM&

We  as  believers  are  to minister  to  one  another  and  serve  one  another.  By  serving  by God’s 
design, we will glorify God and edify others. That is why we serve. 

!%)&86S+"&$)0$&+-&+#"&0)"H/4)&/0&f &*%)2&*)&0)"H)5&,+)0&/$&71+"/-3&;+,&62,&),/-3&+$%)"0W&

Discovering where to serve  
Discovering where to serve can take patience and sometimes trial by error. There is no test or 
quiz you can take that can tell you where you are to serve in an instant. It can sometimes take 
time. There are a few key things you can do to help you make steps toward discovering where 



   52  

you  should  serve.  They are discovering  your  spiritual  gifts,  discovering  your ministry passion, 
special talents, and prayer. 

1. SPIRITUAL GIFTS 
Let’s first take a look at a definition of Spiritual Gifts: 

U9/"/$#61&;/-$0&6")&09)4/61&6E/1/$/)0&7/H)2&E3&$%)&I+13&U9/"/$&62,&,/0$"/E#$),&$+&)H)"3&E)1/)H)"&
644+",/27&$+&;+,F0&,)0/72&62,&7"64)&-+"&$%)&4+88+2&7++,&+-&$%)&E+,3&+-&.%"/0$<&

Now, let’s break this definition down and explain its parts.   
First, Spiritual Gifts are special abilities. 
     ∙ They are divine endowments. 
     ∙ They are used for spiritual purposes. 
     ∙ They are tasks or functions. 
     ∙ They enable us to do meaningful service. 

 

R#9(&6b!E/(!=%B#.!'/#.#!R0%-%'415!?%$'.:!
P+"&$+&+2)&/0&7/H)2&$%)&*+",&+-&*/0,+8&$%"+#7%&$%)&U9/"/$5&62,&$+&62+$%)"&$%)&*+",&+-&:2+*1),7)&644+",/27&$+&$%)&

068)&U9/"/$G&$+&62+$%)"&-6/$%&E3&$%)&068)&U9/"/$5&62,&$+&62+$%)"&7/-$0&+-&%)61/27&E3&+2)&U9/"/$5&62,&$+&62+$%)"&
9"+9%)43<&<&<&n62,&0+&+2o<&&‐ 1 Corinthians 12:8 – 10&

Spiritual Gifts are given by the I+13&U9/"/$. 

Ministry passion is a heartfelt desire that compels us to make a difference for the kingdom of 
God. 

Spiritual Gifts are for +$%)"0,  for the common good of the body of Christ. Your gifts aren’t for 
you; they are to benefit others. They empower believers to expand the kingdom of God and to 
serve one another.   

;/%-6b!E/(!1-#!R0%-%'415!?%$'.!=%B#&!'(:!

Spiritual  Gifts  are  given  to  every  believer  according  to  God’s  design  and  grace.  Therefore, 
unbelievers do not have Spiritual Gifts. Every believer has at least one Spiritual Gift. We do not 
earn them or choose them.   

W%&1553b!E/(!1-#!'/#!=%$'.!$(-:!
a+*&$+&)64%&+2)&$%)&862/-)0$6$/+2&+-&$%)&U9/"/$&/0&7/H)2&-+"&$%)&4+88+2&7++,<&J&A&.+"/2$%/620&AM@j&

K64%&+2)&0%+#1,&#0)&*%6$)H)"&7/-$&%)&%60&")4)/H),&$+&0)"H)&+$%)"05&-6/$%-#113&6,8/2/0$)"/27&;+,F0&7"64)&/2&/$0&H6"/+#0&
-+"80<&J&A&X)$)"&g@Ak&

So one of the first steps in discovering where to serve is discovering your spiritual gift. 

2. MINISTRY PASSION 

Y(4-!01..%(&!+13f !

     ∙ Right a wrong 
     ∙ Meet a need 
     ∙ Solve a problem 
     ∙ Serve a cause 
     ∙ Change a life 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While spiritual gifts are functions or tasks you perform, ministry passions are feelings or desires 
that motivate you to serve in a particular ministry.  It’s what drives you. Your ministry passion 
could be for a certain people group (youth, poor, young marrieds, etc.) or even a social  issue 
(childcare, poverty, education, AIDS, etc.). 

 
?<&UXK.N`(&!`(Ka!U&

You should also look at your natural abilities. God has also given each of us natural abilities in 
addition  to  our  spiritual  gifts. Whether  they  are  artistic  abilities,  cooking,  leading,  carpentry, 
and the list could go on forever. Rick Warren put it this way about special abilities and talents, 
“Your abilities were not given just to make a living; God gave them to you for your ministry.” 

g<&X[`RK[&

As we pointed out earlier,  it can take time and trial by error to discover your area of service. 
Sometimes  you  think  you  are  called  to  a  specific  ministry  and  when  you  get  involved,  you 
realize that ministry really isn’t for you. That doesn’t mean that you aren’t called anywhere. It 
means that you need to continually ask God through prayer to reveal to you His will for you. It 
is easy to become discouraged, but we see in John 16:13 that we have been promised that the 
Holy Spirit will guide us down the path God has designed for us. 

^%)2&$%)&U9/"/$&+-&$"#$%&4+8)05&%)&*/11&7#/,)&3+#&/2$+&611&$%)&$"#$%5&-+"&%)&*/11&2+$&09)6:&+2&%/0&+*2&6#$%+"/$35&E#$&
*%6$)H)"&%)&%)6"0&%)&*/11&09)6:5&62,&%)&*/11&,)416")&$+&3+#&$%)&$%/270&$%6$&6")&$+&4+8)<&&&&&&‐ John 16:13&

What does serving look like at Providence? 
At Providence Church believers  should be  serving  the  kingdom  in  three areas:  The body,  the 
community, and internationally.   

What does serving look like in these three areas? 

R#-B%&=!'/#!A(63!

Serving the body can be anything from working the nursery on Sundays, to cleaning the building 
during  the week.  Serving  the  body  should  be  done  on  a  consistent  basis  or,  in  other words, 
week in and week out. These are the ministry teams that help our church function on a weekly 
basis. Without serving the body continually, the body won’t function as  it  is supposed to. We 
see this in the following verses. 

N2&.%"/0$&*)&*%+&6")&8623&-+"8&+2)&E+,35&62,&)64%&8)8E)"&E)1+270&$+&611&$%)&+$%)"0<&‐ Romans 12:5 

a+*&3+#&6")&$%)&E+,3&+-&.%"/0$5&62,&)64%&+2)&+-&3+#&/0&6&96"$&+-&/$<&‐ 1 Corinthians 12:27&

The illustration Paul gives us in 1 Corinthians is that we are all apart of a body. If one part is not 
functioning  properly,  the  whole  body  doesn’t  function  properly.  It  would  be  like  the  kidney 
saying, “I’m tired of cleaning up all the time. Get someone else to do it.” This would cause the 
body to suffer or die, just as if people in the church weren’t serving. 

R#-B%&=!'/#!<(++4&%'3!

Serving  the  community  are  acts  of  service  that  demonstrate  God’s  love  and  glory  to  our 
surrounding  community of  non‐believers.  Some examples of  this  at  Providence  are our After 
School  Mentoring  program,  Gift  Card  Benevolence,  Adopt‐a‐Highway,  etc.  We  are  to  be  an 
example to our community and this is seen in the following verse. 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R+#&6")&$%)&1/7%$&+-&$%)&*+"1,<&`&4/$3&0)$&+2&6&%/11&4622+$&E)&%/,,)2G&2+"&,+)0&623+2)&1/7%$&6&1689&62,&9#$&/$&#2,)"&6&
E60:)$5&E#$&+2&$%)&16890$62,5&62,&/$&7/H)0&1/7%$&$+&611&*%+&6")&/2&$%)&%+#0)<&()$&3+#"&1/7%$&0%/2)&E)-+")&8)2&/2&0#4%&6&

*63&$%6$&$%)3&863&0))&3+#"&7++,&*+":05&62,&71+"/-3&3+#"&P6$%)"&*%+&/0&/2&%)6H)2<&&&‐ Matthew 5:14‐16&

At Providence, we serve  the community  individually  in our own daily  lives and  through small 
groups. You should be a light to all who are around you daily, but we also get together in groups 
every couple of weeks. We also serve our community through church wide community service 
projects such as our Tools for Schools drive. 

R#-B%&=!7&'#-&1'%(&1553!

Serving internationally is done through a couple of ways at Providence.  It can be done through 
annual  mission  trips,  supporting  a  long‐term missionary,  or  even  through  programs  such  as 
Compassion  International.  We  get  the  support  for  serving  internationally  from  !%)& ;")6$&
.+88/00/+2 . 

`2,&T)0#0&468)&#9&62,&09+:)&$+&$%)85&063/275&'`11&6#$%+"/$3&%60&E))2&7/H)2&$+&O)&/2&%)6H)2&62,&+2&K6"$%<&;+&
$%)")-+")&62,&86:)&,/04/91)0&+-&611&26$/+205&E69$/h/27&$%)8&/2&$%)&268)&+-&$%)&P6$%)"&62,&$%)&U+2&62,&$%)&I+13&
U9/"/$5&$)64%/27&$%)8&$+&+E0)"H)&611&$%6$&N&4+8862,),&3+#G&62,&1+5&N&68&*/$%&3+#&61*6305&)H)2&$+&$%)&)2,&+-&$%)&

67)<=&‐ Matthew 28:28‐29&

How do I get started? 
Most of us know we should serve and most of us want to serve, but a lot of us are not sure just 
where and how we can best serve. Here are a few steps that will help you get started. 

1.  Learn your spiritual gift. 
2.  Determine your ministry passion. 
3.  Visit the Welcome Table for ministries already in place and fill out a ministry card if you would 

like more information on a specific ministry. If the ministry you are interested in is not there, 
set up a meeting with a pastor to discuss starting a new ministry. 

4.  A leader will contact you within the week to get you started. 
 
If you are having trouble figuring out your spiritual gift or your ministry passion, you can set up 
a meeting with a pastor for help and counsel. Our pastoral staff is here to equip the church for 
the work of ministry (Ephesians 4:11‐13). We want this process to be as simple as possible at 
Providence church and we don’t want to hinder yours or the body’s mission.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   55  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 



   56  

Missional Living 
 

Definition 

We desire to be missionaries for the Gospel of Jesus Christ in every culture and context that we 
find ourselves in. The apostle Paul says in Acts 17:26‐27: 

And He (God) made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having 
,)$)"8/2),  allotted periods and $%)&E+#2,6"/)0&+-&$%)/"&,*)11/27&9164), that they 0%+#1,&0)):&;+,, in the hope 
that they might feel their way toward him and find him. (emphasis added) 

This  means  that  God  has  specifically  placed  us  where  we  are  –  in  our  homes,  workplaces, 
restaurants, gyms, sports fields, and shopping malls – on purpose. And that purpose is men and 
women experiencing the grace of Jesus because of lives lived intentionally for the Gospel.  At its 
core missional living is driven by obedience and love. 

Jesus said in Matthew 28:18‐20, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  teaching  them  to  observe  all  that  I  have  commanded  you.”  This 
command is the basis of our mission and is non‐negotiable in the life of a follower of Christ. The 
motivation  for  our  obedience  is  not  obligation  or  begrudging  submission,  but  rather,  love.  
Jesus  clearly  portrays  this  in  John  14,  “If  you  love  me,  you  will  keep  my  commandments... 
Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me 
will be loved by my Father, and I will love Him and manifest myself to him ... If anyone loves me, 
he will  keep my word,  and my  Father will  love him,  and we will  come  to him and make our 
home with him (vs. 15, 21, 23).”  Because He first loved us, and because we love Him, we live on 
mission for the Gospel. 

^%6$&,+)0&$%/0&8)62&-+"&83&1/-)W&&

Missional  living  is  personally  expressed  through  introducing  our  neighbors,  co‐workers,  and 
family  to  the Gospel.  It can be a Bible study  in  the workplace, a ministry  to  the homeless, or 
going  on  foreign  mission  works.  Living  on  mission  is  intentionally  nurturing  personal 
relationships in an effort to share the Gospel. 

^%6$&,+)0&$%/0&8)62&-+"&+#"&4%#"4%W&&

Missional  living  is  corporately expressed at Providence  in ways  such as our ministry  to  single 
mother’s (Tammy’s Hope) and to the homeless at the Samaritan Inn, or mentoring at Hackberry 
Elementary. 

!

 
 
 
 
 

!
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What is missiology? 

Our missiology is (missio) our mission and (ology) how it works.  Our missiology is our strategy 
on getting the mission done, and how’s it going to work.   

N&>X6#1C&%6H)&E)4+8)&611&$%/270&$+&611&8)2&0+&$%6$&E3&611&9+00/E1)&8)620&N&8/7%$&06H)&0+8)<&N&,+&$%/0&611&-+"&$%)&06:)&
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1 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9:22b–23&
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¥ First, there is the gospel of Jesus Christ which is the heart of the Scriptures and the 
revelation of God, and which must be kept in the forefront of every Christian’s life. 

¥ Second, there are the cultures in which people live their lives. These lives both shape and 
are shaped by those cultures and the gospel must be fitted (not altered) to particular 
people, times and circumstances so that evangelism can effectively occur. 

¥ Third, there is the church, or gathering of God’s people — which includes people who are 
2+$ Christians (Matthew 13:24–30) — where people are built up in their faith and knitted 
together in loving community so that they can faithfully engage people in the culture with 
the gospel. 

 
If  this  process  fails  to  continually  occur,  the  focus moves  from  the  gospel  to  either  cultural 
agendas  or  church  agendas  that  are  often  different  than God’s  agenda, which  is  the  gospel. 
Missiology is simply an unwavering commitment among God’s people to the gospel  in culture 
as the church. 

^%6$&/0&4#1$#")W&

“It  (culture)  takes  in  media,  advertising,  information  technology,  fashion,  ritual,  worship, 
academic  disciplines,  public  symbols,  lifestyles  and  everyday  practices  such  as  automobile 
commuting or childbearing … Culture lends significance to human experience by selecting from 
and organizing it. It refers broadly to the forms through which people make sense of their lives, 
rather  than  more  narrowly  to  the  opera  or  art  museums.  It  does  not  inhabit  a  set‐aside 
domain…From the pirouettes of classical ballet to the most brute of brute facts, all of human 
conduct  is  culturally  mediated.  Culture  encompasses  the  everyday  and  the  esoteric,  the 
mundane and the elevated, the ridiculous and the sublime.” – Rodney Clapp 

“When we speak of culture in its broadest sense, we are speaking about the sum total ways of 
living that shape (and also are shaped by) the continuing life of a group of human beings from 
generation  to  generation. We  are  speaking  about  the  language  that  enables  them  to  grasp, 
conceptualize  and  communicate  the  reality  of  their  world:  about  law,  custom  and  forms  of 
social  organization,  including marriage,  family  and  agriculture.  These  things  shape  the  life  of 
each member of the society. They are also shaped, modified, and developed from generation to 
generation by  the members of  the  society.  From  the point of  view of  the  individual member 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they are given as part of the tradition into which he or she is born and socialized. But they are 
not changeless absolutes.” – Leslie Newbigin 

When we speak of  culture, we are  speaking of an enormous  framework within which people 
live the entirety of their lives. Ours is also a multicultural and pluralistic society in which there 
are  a  seemingly  endless  number  of  cultures,  subcultures  and  tribes.  For  example,  in  the 
Scriptures at  the  time of  Jesus we  see  the varying  cultures of  Jews, Romans and Greeks. But 
even among the Jews, there are varying cultures of Jews such as the Pharisees and Sadducees; 
the differences between these groups is vast and a frequent source of conflict. 

Jesus’ plea for our role in culture is found in John 17. 

^%6$&6")&0324")$/08&62,&0)4$6"/62/08W&
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Romans 12:2 – Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world … 

Syncretism is the elevation of culture above the gospel of Jesus Christ and the pollution of the 
clear teachings of the Scriptures with the muddied agendas and beliefs of the world.  This sin is 
commonly  known  as  “liberal  Christianity”  and  includes  everything  from  the  golden  calf  the 
Hebrews  worshipped  in  the  Old  Testament  to  the  sexual  immorality  and  drunkenness  the 
Corinthian church was supporting, and to the common ”Christian” teaching in our own day that 
says  that  the  Bible  is  a myth,  Jesus was merely  a  good man,  everyone will  ultimately  go  to 
heaven, politics  is  the purpose of  the church, homosexuality  is acceptable,  sin  is an outdated 
idea, etc.. 

A  syncretized  “Christianity”  always  elevates  people,  reduces God,  and  neglects  the  offensive 
parts  of  the  Bible  in  an  effort  to  be  more  culturally  acceptable.    The  continual  failure  of 
syncretistic thinking is the failure to believe that the gospel can actually transform people and 
cultures so that they do not merely need to be  affirmed but instead redeemed.  In Jesus’ day, 
this type of thinking among the Jews was championed by the Sadducees. 

!
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John 17:15 – My prayer is not that you take them out of the world … 

Sectarianism is the elevation of the church above the gospel of Jesus Christ and the pollution of 
the clear  teachings of Scripture  to  love our neighbors and preach  the gospel  to every person 
(Mark 16:15).  This is because it is wrongly believed that if a Christian befriends a non‐Christian 
he or she will somehow catch their sins as if sin were the flu.  Such a person prefers to spend all 
of  his  or  her  time  hidden  in  the  Christian  subculture,  naively  believing  that  all  the  sin  and 
wicked people in the world are exclusively outside of their church. 

To  justify their extreme sectarianism they will misquote 1 Thessalonians 5:22 as the KJV does 
and command that we avoid every appearance of evil, when it says that we should avoid every 
:/2,  of evil, which is a different matter altogether.  This is one of the reasons why the Pharisees 
crucified Christ.   Though Jesus never committed any evil (Hebrews 4:15), he did not avoid the 
appearance of  evil  and was  condemned as  a drunkard and glutton because  some of  the  lost 
people he befriended for the sake of redemption were drunkards or gluttons (Luke 7:34). 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The continual failure of sectarian thinking is the belief that the gospel cannot keep a Christian 
from sin and bring a sinful person from death to life.  In Jesus’ day, this type of thinking among 
the Jews was championed by the Pharisees. 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Though  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  never  changes  (1  Corinthians  15:3‐8),  it  must  be 
contextualized (or fitted) to the culture it is brought to.  This includes making sure the gospel is 
spoken  in a  language people  can understand with  concepts  that are  faithful  to  the Bible and 
simultaneously understandable by  the hearers.   This kind of ministry  takes great wisdom and 
careful scrutiny by God’s people to ensure neither syncretism nor sectarianism occurs. 

Every  church  has  a  contextualized  gospel  and  therefore must  continually  undergo  reform  to 
continue  the missiological work of  the gospel  in  their  time and place.   When churches  fail  to 
reform, they inevitably begin to die and become increasingly disconnected and irrelevant to the 
people and cultures around them.  The problem is that God’s people often wrongly assume that 
everyone in the world is basically like them.  This is why every time the gospel crosses from one 
culture  into another  (usually solely by God’s doing as was the case with Cornelius  in Acts 10) 
there  ensues  a  rigorous  debate  to  sort  out  what  is  gospel,  what  is  sin,  and  what  is  simply 
baggage added to the gospel as it was contextualized in a culture. 

In Paul’s day, this included such things as the eating of meat sacrificed to idols, days of worship, 
circumcision,  dietary  restrictions,  sexual  immorality,  etc.  (Acts  10,  15;  Romans  14‐15;  1 
Corinthians  10:14‐33).    In  fact,  much  of  the  content  of  the  New  Testament  epistles  is  the 
apostles sorting out the  issues that arose as the gospel  reached new people and cultures.    In 
our own day this  includes such things as the day and time of worship, body modification (i.e. 
piercings,  tattoos,  breast  implants,  plastic  surgery), musical  style  in  worship,  styles  of  dress, 
sexual preference, authority, language, etc. that require apostles who can faithfully and wisely 
sort out the issues as they arise  in each cultural context to determine what  is sin and what  is 
cultural freedom that God permits. 

Fortunately,  the  four  Gospels  in  our  Bible  show  us  exactly  how  this  kind  of  gospel 
contextualization should occur.  While each Gospel is absolutely unified in its central teaching, 
each also emphasizes some various truths to best speak to varying cultures of people. 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Jewish tax collector, 

disciple and 
eyewitness 
(Matt. 10:3) 

 

 
 
 

Jews 
 

Messiah/King who 
fulfills the Law 

 

Genealogy to Abraham and David w/sinful 
women included, roughly 60 percent is Jesus’ 
words, numerous Old Testament references 
(over 30 Old Testament prophecies fulfilled), 

God called Father 46 times. 

!
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‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 

 
 
 

Romans 
 

 
 
 

Servant 
 

Briefest Gospel, divides into Jesus deeds & 
death at 10:45, fewer Old Testament quotes, 
action abounds (over 150 present tense verbs), 
over 40 percent is Jesus’ words, 18 of Jesus’ 35 
miracles, no genealogy and little attention to 

first 30 years of Jesus’ life. 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Gentile 
Doctor (Col. 4:14) 

 

 
 
 
 

Gentiles 
 

 
 
 

Perfect Man to whom 
all of the Old 

Testament pointed 
 

Most historical detail and chronological 
ordering, Jesus’ genealogy traced to Adam 
(humanity), about half of the gospel is Jesus’ 
words, 13 women mentioned who are omitted 
from other Gospels, Jewish traits explained 

(i.e. 4:31, 8:26), emphasis on grace, most detail 
of Jesus’ youth, Jesus’ emotions highlighted 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Beloved and 

youngest, part of 
Jesus’ inner circle, 
eyewitness, longest 

living 
 

 
 
 

Greeks 
 

 
 

God Incarnate who 
came that we might 
believe and have 

eternal life 
 

Few Old Testament quotes, many Old 
Testament allusions, over 90 percent of John is 
unique, no parables given, I AM statements of 
Jesus clarify divinity, key words include “know” 

and “believe,” re‐appropriation of Greek 
philosophical concepts 

 

 
!
What does this look like at Providence Church? 
In  his  book  !%)& .)1$/4& ^63& +-& KH627)1/08,  George  Hunter  re‐appropriates  the  ancient  Celtic 
means of evangelizing in contrast to the Roman mode of evangelism that has largely dominated 
American Christianity.   Roman evangelism has been popularized by  faithful men such as Billy 
Graham, and codified by programs such as Campus Crusade’s P+#"&U9/"/$#61&(6*0.  In the local 
church  it  can be  seen  in  the  large  events  (i.e.  concerts,  community  fairs,  felt  needs  lectures, 
tent revivals, etc.) that are intended to draw large crowds to hear a gospel presentation and call 
to decision by a recognized spiritual authority. 
While this mode has proven fithful  in the past, and remains fruitful  in many cultural contexts, 
people  in  our  culture  live  lives  filled  with  entertainment,  sales  pitches,  marketing,  self‐help 
seminars and large, emotionally moving events of various sorts and are therefore unimpressed 
by a large church event and unlikely to give up a precious evening or weekend to attend one.  
However, we at Providence have adopted the Celtic model of evangelism, which we believe is 
more likely to help us be both faithful and fruitful. 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In  the  Roman  model,  the  gospel  is  presented  as  a  series  of  factual  statements  that  when 
intellectually accepted, allows one to flip a switch within the hearer that gives them faith and 
passes  them  from  death  to  life.    The  obstacle  to  the  “flipping  of  the  switch”  is  seen  as  the 
human  will,  which  needs  to  be  prodded  toward  a  decision  with  such  things  as  emotional 
appeals, touching music, and frightening threats of hell to move the hearer toward a decision.  
If a person walks forward, stands up, raises their hand, or indicates by some other means their 
decision they are deemed a convert and told to assimilate into a church.  Whether or not they 
were truly converted is highly debatable, and their odds of assimilating into a church are highly 
unlikely unless they already have a trustworthy friendship with someone connected in a church. 

In  the Celtic model,  people  are  called  to  come and  see before  they are  called  to  repent  and 
believe (John 1:35‐51).  The gospel is presented first as a genuine friendship with someone who 
is a Christian who does not hide his or her faith or push it rudely.  The non‐Christian is actively 
ushered into the web of relationships among the church and welcomed to be involved (though 
not leading) in the activities of the church that interest him or her (i.e. helping run the concerts, 
helping  guide  a  rock  climbing expedition,  playing on a  softball  team, managing  the web  site, 
joining  a  Bible  study)  and  the missionary members  of  the  church  continue  in  prayer  for  the 
person and seek to demonstrate the love of God in practical ways (i.e. bringing meals to moms 
who have just had a child, helping a young band record their album, giving a band a place in the 
church to practice, housing people needing help, giving Bibles and books of interest, etc.) not to 
complete  strangers,  but  instead  to  people who  by  all  accounts  do  not  know God  but  are  in 
genuine friendships with missionary members of the church who do know God.  In this way the 
non‐Christian  is  not  connecting with  the  church  in  terms  of  events  and  large  programs,  but 
instead  smaller  face‐to‐face  ongoing  contact  with  people  who  love  and  speak  truthfully  to 
them. 

Over  time,  the non‐Christian’s social circle begins  to  include more and more Christian  friends 
and they participate in the church (i.e. serving but not leading in a ministry, poking around the 
web site, attending church, having meals  in people’s homes, attending a Bible study on basic 

Roman Evangelism 
(brining people in) 

Celtic Evangelism 
(sending Christians out) 

 
Presentation of Gospel Information 

 

Spiritual friendship between a Christian and 
non‐Christian 

 

Call to a decision 

 
Participation in ministry and church 

 

If an affirmative decision is made, the person 
is 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into the 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Ongoing presentation of gospel in word and 
deed 

 

Friendship extended 

 
Faith and conversion 

 

Training for service in ministry 

 
Church celebration and continuing ministry 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Christianity, going through biblical premarital counseling, etc.) as a byproduct of being part of 
the social network of the church. 

The non‐Christians see the very natural and practical outworking of the gospel in people’s lives 
and begin to identify themselves with the church before they identify themselves by speaking 
of “our church” and “my church” – which we do not believe indicates faith but is a good step 
along  the  journey  to  speak of  “our  Jesus.”   As  trust builds with  their  friends and  the  church, 
they have become accustomed to hearing about Jesus Christ often and at some point God gives 
them faith and they pass from death to life.  This precise moment is often unknown to us and 
what we are less concerned about is the exact moment of salvation and more concerned about 
their understanding of the gospel and love for Jesus Christ that changes them as they become 
new creations in Christ. 

The non‐Christians are not pressured to confess Christ, but are well aware that Christian friends 
are praying  for  them and desire  for  them to be saved.   So, when they do become Christians, 
they confess Christ  to their  friends who are overjoyed and spread the good news throughout 
their social network in the church that results in great joy and celebration.  The new Christian 
then usually asks to be baptized so they can make a public profession of faith.  We encourage 
them to invite their friends and family to their baptism so that they can begin their work as a 
missionary who is to remain in those relationships for the purpose of bringing the gospel as it 
was brought to them. 

!
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Statement of 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The Holy Spirit and the Miraculous Gifts  
^%)2&9)+91)&$%/2:&6E+#$&$%)&'I+13&U9/"/$=&$%)3&$%/2:&6E+#$&9"63)"5&863E)&09/"/$#61&,/04/91/2)0&+"&
$%)&")7)2)"6$/+2&+-&1/-)5&E#$&8+0$&+-&$%)&$/8)&$61:0&6E+#$&$%)& 'I+13&U9/"/$=&4)2$)"&6"+#2,&$%)&
4%6"/086$/4&8+H)8)2$&+"&$%)&8/"64#1+#0&7/-$0<&!%)0)&2+$)0&*/11&0)"H)&$+&,)-/2)&$%)&I+13&U9/"/$5&
I/0&"+1)&62,&9"+H/,)&U4"/9$#")&62,&/20/7%$&60&$+&%+*&$%)&I+13&U9/"/$&0)"H)0&$%)&8/00/+2&+-&;+,&/2&
+#"&,63&62,&67)<&

2/1'!%.!'/#!>(53!R0%-%':!

The Holy Spirit is a major part of the Christian faith from the very beginning. >;)2)0/0&A@MB5&'()$&
#0&86:)&862&/2&+#"&/867)i=&;)2)0/0&?@MM5&'Y)%+1,5&$%)&862&%60&E)4+8)&1/:)&+2)&+-&:2+*/27&
7++,&62,&)H/1i=C The activity of the Holy Spirit  is evidenced even in creation to complete and 
sustain what God had planned. >;)2)0/0&A@M5&'$%)&U9/"/$&+-&;+,&*60&8+H/27&+H)"&$%)&-64)&+-&$%)&
*6$)"0i=C&God exists in three distinct persons but also in complete unity as One God. The Holy 
Spirit  is one person of the Trinity. The Holy Spirit exists in fellowship with God the Father and 
God the Son in complete harmony and joy. In the Old Testament the Holy Spirit exists primarily 
as the manifestation of the glory of God and after Jesus ascended the Holy Spirit acted as the 
primary presence of the Trinitarian God among us. While God is everywhere (omnipresent) as 
explicitly taught in Psalms, the Holy Spirit exists presently to bless and discipline. The Holy Spirit 
exists  to be a  sensible or  felt presence of God  in  the  life of a believer. The Holy Spirit  is also 
credited with inspiring the writers of the Holy Scriptures. (2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:21) 

2/1'!%.!'/#!E(-@!($!'/#!>(53!R0%-%':!

“The work of the Holy Spirit is to manifest the active presence of God in the word, and 
especially in the church.”1   

The Holy Spirit exists to: 

-  to declare and glorify Jesus the Son and God the Father  
o John 14‐16 
o John 16:14 

-  to give life to creation  
o Psalm 401:30, “when you send for your Spirit…they are created” 
o Job 34:14‐15. “[if God] should take back his Spirit…man would return to dust” 

-  to empower believers 
o Numbers 27:18, He empowers Joshua with the gift of leadership 
o 1 Samuel 11:6, aroused Saul to fight mightily against his enemies 
o Matthew 3:16, empowered Jesus at baptism 
o Luke 4:1, helped Jesus resist temptation in the wilderness 
o Acts 1:8, believers receive power to be witnesses  

                                                
1 Systematic Theology, Grudem, pg. 634 
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o 1 Corinthians 12:11, gifts believers for service  
to purify believers 

o 1 Corinthians 6:11, “you were sanctified…by the Spirit” 
o Galatians 5:22‐23, Spirit provides Christian “fruit” or evidence 
o Romans 8:13, by the Spirit we defeat sin in our lives 
o Ephesians 3:16, strengthens the inner being 
to unify believers 

o Acts 2:16‐18, unifying the mission of the church 
o Acts 2:44‐47, all things in common  
o 2 Corinthians 13:14, fellowship of the Holy Spirit  

 
 
The Holy Spirit is a crucial part of the Christian life and I believe even more crucial for those of 
us dominated by a reserved spiritual life. 

The  gospel  of  John  is  the  only  gospel  that  centers  around  the  Holy  Spirit.  In  that  particular 
gospel the Spirit or “pneuma” in the Greek language has an honored place.  The reason, I think, 
is because  the gospel of  John was written  for a Greek culture. The Greek’s gave us our great 
philosophers, Plato, Aristotle and so on; they valued the psyche above all else. The only thing 
that mattered was the mind. Power revolved around education and understanding and  if any 
gospel would match our culture,  I believe  it would be the gospel of  John because American’s 
believe that power  is  in education and understanding. So, why  is the Holy Spirit so  important 
for understanding the gospel and God to a culture that values the psyche over all? Because the 
“Spirit” tends to war with the “psyche” and where the psyche wins the Spirit  loses.  (Proverbs 
14:12) I say that to emphasize parts of the Christian life like prayer and worship. I am not saying 
that Christians should act “out of control” and “possessed”. The subject of 1 and 2 Corinthians 
is “order” in worship. One of my favorite quotes is by one of my heroes Martin Lloyd Jones, 

'`&E162:&8/2,&/0&2)H)"&6,H+46$),&/2&04"/9$#")0G&$%)&71+"3&+-&.%"/0$/62/$3&/0&$%6$&*)&462&+2)&62,&
6$&$%)&068)&$/8)&E)&7"/99),&62,&1/-$),&#9&E3&$%)&U9/"/$&62,&E)&/2&4+2$"+1<=&J&O6"$/2&(1+3,&T+2)0&

He then quotes: 

'N-&623+2)&09)6:&/2&6&$+27#)5&1)$&$%)")&E)&+213&$*+&+"&6$&8+0$&$%"))5&62,&)64%&/2&$#"2i$%)&09/"/$0&
+-&9"+9%)$0&6")&0#ES)4$&$+&9"+9%)$0<&P+"&;+,&/0&2+$&6&;+,&+-&4+2-#0/+2&E#$&+-&9)64)<=&J&A&

.+"/2$%/620&Ag@MjG&?MJ??&

So, a “blank mind” or “confusion” can never be the standard of Christian worship, but passion 
and spiritual fervency is absolutely commanded! 

'P+"&;+,&/0&U9/"/$&62,&%/0&*+"0%/99)"0&8#0$&*+"0%/9&I/8&/2&09/"/$&62,&/2&$"#$%=&J&T+%2&g@Mg&

!%)& -#2,68)2$61& d#)0$/+2& -+"& X"+H/,)24)& .%#"4%& /0& $%)& d#)0$/+2& +-& *+"0%/9<& ^%/1)& *)& */11&
61*630&%6H)&+",)"&/2&*+"0%/9&62,&*/11&2)H)"&611+*&4+2-#0/+2&62,&,/06""63&*)&8#0$&6,,")00&$%)&
/00#)& +-& %+*& %+2+"),& /0& .%"/0$& +2& U#2,63& 8+"2/27& *%)2& $%)& 86S+"/$3& +-& .%"/0$/620& *+"0%/9&
0/$$/27&+2&$%)/"&%62,0W&N0&;+,&*+"0%/99),&%)")&1/:)&I)&4+8862,0&#0&$+&*+"0%/9&I/8W&&Y)-+")&
623&/00#)0&+-&$%)&8/"64#1+#0&462&E)&6,,")00),&$%)&-#2,68)2$61&/00#)&+-&09/"/$#61&-)"H)243&8#0$&
E)&620*)"),&/2&)64%&62,&)H)"3&+2)&+-&+#"&%)6"$0<&&&

Now that we have some definition to work from let’s look into the more scintillating views on 
the work of the Spirit. 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Signs and Wonders  

<(&'%&41'%(&%.+!B.T!<#..1'%(&15%.+!!
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1. Part One – How did he work in the New Testament? 
In the New Testament we see Jesus command the Apostles to stay in Jerusalem and wait on the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 1:4‐5) The Holy Spirit came as a “rushing wind” and “they were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit” and “began to speak in tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance”. 
(Acts  2:2‐4)  The  Holy  Spirit  empowered  the  Apostles  and  early  churchmen  to  perform  such 
signs and wonders as preaching with extraordinary power (Acts 2:14‐41), healing the sick (Acts 
3:8,  Acts  9:32‐35),  speaking  with  boldness  (Acts  4:24‐29),  possessing  secret  and  powerful 
wisdom (Acts 5, Acts 6:8‐10), performed many other signs and wonders (Acts 5:12). There was 
experiential power in the midst of an ordinary Christian life.   

2. Does the Holy Spirit still come in that way? 
The  theological  terms  used  in  this  argument  are  cessationism  and  continuationism.  
Cessationists believe that the visible power of the Holy Spirit (signs and wonders) have ceased 
with  the  closing  of  the  Canon  (The  Bible).    Continuationists  believe  that  the  visible  gifts  and 
power of the Spirit continue today.   The Cessationist heritage  includes modern Baptists, Bible 
churches,  Presbyterians  and  others.    Continuationists  include  modern  Pentecostalism,  the 
Charismatic movement and many other non‐denominational churches.   

So which view is correct? 

The primary argument for the ceasing of the gifts of the Holy Spirit is: 

“The  reformers  argued  that  the  primary  purpose  of  New  Testament  miracles  was  to 
authenticate the apostles as trustworthy authors of Holy Scripture. How would this argument 
prove  that  miracles  were  temporary?  Because  after  the  apostles  had  written  the  New 
Testament, miracles would have fulfilled their purpose and would no longer be necessary, for 
now the church would possess forever the miraculously attested Word of God.”2 

This view is primarily argued textually or Scripturally from 1 Corinthians 13:8‐12: 

'`0 &-+"&9"+9%)4/)05&$%)3&*/11&9600&6*63G&60&-+"&$+27#)05&$%)3&*/11&4)60)G&60&-+"&:2+*1),7)5&/$&*/11&
9600&6*63<&P+"&*)&:2+*&/2&96"$&62,&*)&9"+9%)43&/2&96"$5&E#$&*%)2&$%)&9)"-)4$&4+8)05&$%)&

96"$/61&*/11&9600&6*63<&^%)2&N&*60&6&4%/1,&N&09+:)&1/:)&6&4%/1,5&N&$%+#7%$&1/:)&6&4%/1,5&N&")60+2),&
1/:)&6&4%/1,<&^%)2&N&E)468)&6&8625&N&76H)&#9&4%/1,/0%&*630<&P+"&2+*&*)&0))&/2&6&8/""+"&,/8135&

E#$&$%)2&-64)&$+&-64)<&a+*&N&:2+*&/2&96"$G&$%)2&N&0%611&-#113&:2+*5&)H)2&60&N&%6H)&E))2&-#113&
:2+*2= &

The  text  is  clear  in  the  point  that  “signs  and  wonders”  (prophecy,  wisdom,  tongues)  are 
temporary.  They were not made  to  last  forever  or  to  completely  satisfy  the  soul.  They were 
built as an appetizer for the completion of the work of God. The question in this text  is *%)2&
*/11& $%)3& 4)60) ?  This  text  says  that  these  gifts  will  cease  when  the  “perfect”  comes.    The 
question  is, what  is  the “perfect”? The cessationist view  is  that  the “perfect”  is  the Bible and 

                                                
2 Surprised by The Power of the Holy Spirit, Deere, pg. 101 
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because  the  Bible  is  completed  then we  no  longer  need  signs  and wonders  to  attest  to  the 
credibility of the gospel message.   

The weakness  of  this  view  is  the  evidence of  the  presence of  the  perfect. When  the  perfect 
comes the following will happen: 

1. Christians will fully mature (became a man) 
2. We will see God face to face (see face to face) 
3. Christians will fully know as they are fully known  

 
I do not believe  those  things have happened  in my  life or  in  the  life of any believer  that has 
existed.  Therefore  I  believe  that,  “when  the  perfect  comes”  refers  to  the  returning  of  Jesus 
when there is no longer any need for subjective direction.   

If the gifts have not ceased then how do they work in the midst of the modern church? 

The gifts of the Holy Spirit are indefinable. They include prophecy, speaking in tongues, healing, 
raising  the dead,  etc.  To  examine  each  gift  individually would be  impossible.    Rather we will 
center  this  discussion  around  the  “Baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit”  and  the  “gifting”  that  comes 
along with that happening. 

The Baptism of the Holy Spirit  
The  Pentecostal  or  Charismatic  movement  has  primarily  used  the  terminology  of  being 
“baptized  by  the Holy  Spirit.”  Therefore,  this  spiritual  happening  is  primarily  associated with 
those  types of  churches.  The Pentecostal  view of  the  “Baptism of  the Holy  Spirit”  is  typically 
defined  by  a  spiritual  awakening  that  happens  after  conversion  (Acts  1:5,  11:16)  and  is 
accompanied  by  some  external,  experiential  gifts  (i.e.  speaking  in  tongues).  This  charismatic 
view beckons Christians to ask for the baptism of the Holy Spirit.   

The  Baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  a  Scriptural  fact,  but  because  of  charismatic  excess  most 
believers have abandoned a  “spirit  filled” Christian  life.  The primary error of  the Pentecostal 
view is as follows: 

-  The “Baptism of the Holy Spirit” is not always accompanied by particular external gifts like 
speaking in tongues (1 Cor. 12:13)  

 
Though the excess of the charismatic movement has caused some to “quench the Holy Spirit” 
and not seek to walk in this type of spirituality we must understand this: 

The coming of the Holy Spirit is experiential not inferential. It is something that is discernable. It 
is not something that you infer from the Scriptures but never feel or experience. In that sense, 
all  complacent  believers  should desperately  pray  for  the  “baptism of  the  Spirit”  so  that  they 
would be empowered to do ministry.   

The coming of the Holy Spirit should be something you should point to, not just something that 
is  synonymous  with  your  salvation  experience.    It  is  a  time  in  your  life  that  you  were 
empowered and impassioned for a particular time or type of service. I would equate it to a “Ah 
Ha”  moment  in  your  spiritual  life;  where  you  finally  understand  how  you  will  uniquely 
contribute to the building of the kingdom. Every believer is uniquely gifted to serve the body of 
Christ  and  the mission of Christ  and  in order  to do  that we are  given  the power of  the Holy 
Spirit. 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The  only  clear  view  on  this  issue  is  that  the Holy  Spirit  is  alive  and  is  our  primary means  of 
intimacy with God until Christ comes back, therefore the only appropriate response is: 

'X#"0#)&1+H)5&62,&)6"2)0$13&,)0/")&$%)&09/"/$#61&7/-$0=&J&A&.+"/2$%/620&Ag@A&



   68  

H!C#''#-!'(!'/#!Z1-#&'.!($!Z-(B%6#&9#!Z-#.9/((5!1&6!Z-(B%6#&9#!h%6.!

Dear Parents,  
Welcome to Providence Church and Providence Children’s Ministry. 
Providence Children’s Ministry desires  to partner with parents  to build a  solid  spiritual  foundation  for 
life by  showing Christ’s  love  to each  child and his/her parents; teaching biblical  truths  through active, 
interactive,  challenging,  and applicable  instruction;  and encouraging  the development of  relationships 
with peers and members of the Providence Church family. 

We believe that parents — before any other institution — are responsible for the spiritual nurturing of 
their  children.  As  parents  shepherd  their  children  through  Scripture,  our  ministry  serves  as 
reinforcement to their teaching. We believe that children can begin to grasp biblical truths from a very 
young age, so instead of merely entertaining children or babysitting them, we seek to teach them using 
Bible stories and biblical illustrations.  

We want to facilitate a genuine worship experience for both you and your children, and to help us do 
that, we ask that you check your children in at the beginning of each service and refrain from returning 
until after service has ended. We ask that you do this to keep from distracting the worship services of 
both the children and adults. Also, because we have a limited amount of space right now in the worship 
center,  we  ask  that  you  check  your  children  in  from  the  beginning  of  service  to  free  up  the  seats 
necessary to accommodate our growing number of visitors.  

At  Providence  Church,  it  is  our  goal  to  provide  the  safest  environment  possible  for  your  children.  All 
children’s workers are required to go through extensive training and a thorough background check. All 
rooms  are  checked  each  week  to  ensure  the  safest  environment  possible.  All  workers  follow  strict 
guidelines to prevent the spread of germs and keep your children healthy. 

We  understand  that  your  children might  be  wary  or  fearful  of  being  separated  from  you  during  the 
service, so we ask that you talk with your children beforehand about the need for both of you to be in 
environments  where  you  can  worship  freely  and  genuinely  and  be  taught  in  a  way  that  you  will 
understand and be encouraged. We want to make our children understand that the Children’s Ministry 
is a safe place where they can learn about Jesus, make friends and have fun even if their parents are not 
there with them.  

We also want to give parents the opportunity to participate in worship services without having to worry 
about their children. We ask that during the hour and half that you are in worship that you commit to be 
fully  there. We believe  that  one way we worship  is  by  trusting God during  service  to watch over our 
children. Part of our worship on Sundays is focusing whole‐heartedly on the Father and not on anything 
else. 

At Providence we covenant with you to  love, protect,  teach and pray  for your children. Thank you for 
allowing us to be a part of their lives.  

Amanda Shelton 
Preschool & Children’s Director 
 
 
 
 


